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INTRODUCTION 
INTRODUCTION 
Significant Aspects of the Problem 
It is a significant, as well as a startling fact, that 
the present crime wave that has swept this country has been 
carried on by individuals who have, in many cases, not 
reached their majority. They have been steeped in lawless-
ness. And the first open conflict with established authority 
was not the one for which they were apprehended. It began 
long before that; it began when the boy was first learning what 
privileges and liberties were, and through no fault of his, 
these were confused with license. This brought on little acts 
of misconduct and soon the young offender was definitely classed 
as a juvenile delinquent. 
In dealing with this class of youth the individual must 
be studied and an attempt made to discover what is the under-
lying cause for his conduct, and in what way this can be remedied. 
This problem cannot be dealt with in a fit of anger, or of 
retaliation, but through careful thinking and definite planning. 
The juvenile delinquent must, if possible , be made into an asset 
rather than permitting him to remain as he is, a liability. 
But this is not enough, for the greatest cure for any 
disease is in the final analysis, the prevention of that malady. 
And in this study of juvenile delinquency, an attempt must be 
made to keep the child from entering into this field of pre-
mature criminal. 
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II. Definition and Limitation of the subject. 
This thesis is limited largely to the consideration of the 
problem of juvenile delinquency as found in our cities, due to 
the fact that there is practically no available statistics con-
cerning the problem as found in our rural communities. But 
that which will prevent a child from coming into open and re-
bellious conflict with constituted authority in cities will 
equally well apply in the country sections. 
When the terrible plague of yellow fever broke out in the 
South, the first thing that was done was to minister to the 
stricken ones. But the most important thing to be considered 
was to find the cause. When that was found and obliterated, then 
in a short time there was no more need for cures. Similarly, if 
the cause of crime is removed, there will be no necessity for 
criminal punishment. And since most of the criminals today are 
young men, it is a safe assertion that they are recruited from 
the ranks of the juvenile delinquent. 
In dealing with the pr evention of juvenile delinquency in 
this thesis, three agencies will be discussed: the community, 
the school, and the home. The church is not ommitted because it 
plays no part in this work, but because it is almost helpless 
unless the home will cooperate in this phase of ~e work. The 
purpose of the church is two-fold: to reveal God to man, and to 
bring man to God. And in the prevention of juvenile delinquency, 
no factor will play a more prominent part than will religion, but 
this religion must be available through the home, and not simply 
at stated intervals in a specified place. Therefore, the work 
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of the church must be carried i nto t he home if it is going to 
be to the highest eKtent productive. 
It is further admitted that the church school, the church, 
the various organizations and associations of the church do 
have a wholesome and governing influence on the individual , but 
this influence will have to be manifested in one or all of the 
other three agencies, and so the church as an agency is not 
considered in this thesis , though its principles and ideals are 
presupposed and absolut~ly necessary for an adequate solution. 
III. IMPORTANCE OF THIS STUDY. 
Merely to have an adequate enforcement of law, as many 
people advocate, would, in itself, not be sufficient, for that 
would simply take care of the criminal, and, to a certain extent, 
might tend to discourage those contemplating acts of lawlessness. 
The most important and essential factor to be considered is the 
prevention of crime. 
A differentiation must be made between delinquency, crime, 
vice, and sin. "Sin is an offence against God, and consequently 
cannot be legislated against until it enters into the field of 
crime. Vice is,in a certain sense, inj~ry done to oneself, or 
the violation of natural laws, and only indirectly affects others. 
Crime is the wrongful action of an individual or group of indi-
viduals, violating the rights of other men, or injuries done to 
1 
society, against which there is a legal prohibition." 
It is true that these overlap and dovetail together. 
Delinquency is the offence of persons who have not yet reached 
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their majority, against the community in which they live . It 
is readily seen that a sin may very easily become a terrible 
crime, or that a vice which begins in a small way may grow into 
a definite state of s inning. If it is permitted to retain its 
grip on the individual long enough , it will run through the 
acts of delinquency and enter into the broader arena of crime. 
The attitude of society has been rapidly changing toward 
the juvenile delinquent during the last few decades. The court 
trial of a child in the city of Philadelphia was the thing wnich 
stirred that city to action in regard to the welfare of its 
future citizens. It has not been so very long ago that a child 
was sentenced to imprisonment in the state of Iowa for murder. 
In England, in 1833, a boy was sentenced to death for stealing 
some paint . And it was the common thing all over this country 
and in England, and most other countries, to put all offenders 
in the same jail, regardless of age; the only distinguishing 
feature being that of sex. But now the term "delinquent has 
come to mean something more than mere violation of law or 
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custom. It now includes wayward tendencies of a serious nature. 
It is becoming recognized as a state of mind and morals rather 
than the commission of a particular offence. And, in order to 
solve the crime situation that is present in this country today, 
it is imperative that the embryo delinquent - the 9ros ective 
criminal be reached. In some places , like the state of Colorado, 
where Judge Ben Lindsey did such remarkable work , delinquents 
are persons of a certain age who are guilty of such offenses 
as the following. 
••v i olat ion of any law of the state or c i t y or village 
ordinance; incorrigibility ; association with immoral persons ; 
knowingly visiting houses of ill repute , or gambling houses of 
any description; visiting saloons ; wandering aimlessly about 
the streets at night , or about r a ilway yards ; the use of vile 
and obscene language ; immoral conduct ; jumping on moving trains, 
etc. 11 
This law covers about everything that can come into the 
experience of the child , and, where the specific offence is 
not mentioned , it is either included or understood. And, thus, 
it can be used in a protective or preventive way for the 
benefit of the child . So that the state tries to reach him 
before he becomes either a delinquent or a criminnl. With this 
provision of a definite delinquency law , has come into existence 
the juvenile court . It depends upon the re cently developed 
idea that the child needs, not so much a reformation , as a 
formation and fixation of habits and character . If it is far 
better to put a p~dlock on the barn door before the thief 
steals the chickens , so it is much wiser to inculcate in the 
child good habits and definite ideas concerning conduct and 
character , than to let everything go to chance , permit him to 
sow his wild oats , and then try to reform him. For it is still 
true that ''whatsoever a man soweth , that shall he also reap , 
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and it is as true positively as it is negatively. So the more 
advanced states today are realizing that one of the best solutions 
for their juvenile _::>roblem is to prevent delinquency , and then 
the task of treating it will have been lessened to a minimum. 
This attitude is not only essential from the standpoint 
of trying to evaluate the various conditions and situations 
that tend to produce delinquency and criminality; it is just 
as essential that all the great resources of our national 
wealth be safeguarded, and by far the chiefest of these is 
the youth of America. For, unless our youth be safeguarded 
in every essential, the foundations for national corruption 
are laid. But, by using every opportunity and meeting the 
challenge as it is presented today, a generation of citizens 
of trustworthy character will be guaranteed to America. 
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CHAPTER I 
THE RETARDATION OF CHILDREN 
This chapter does not attempt to deal exhaustively with 
the causes of delinquency, but to indicate as briefly as possible, 
the background which tends to produce it. 
Since there are many children who become delinquents through 
either physical or mental retardation, it is evident that we must 
consider this factor of retardation in connection with this 
discussion. 
By retardation is meant that for some reason or other, the 
child has been retarded or held back, and this lack of progress 
often is instrumental in the production of juvenile delinquents. 
This retardation may be considered under three main headings; 
physical, mental and enviroruaental. The physical causes will 
be considered first. 
I. PHYSICAL CAUSES. 
At first it seems rather improbable that mere physical 
causes should produce such effects as are seen in juvenile 
delinquency. But this is easily proven by studying the cases 
of delinquents who come before our courts. 
A. POVERTY. 
one of the contributory causes of juvenile delinquency is 
poverty. B,y poverty is meant that condition of the famdly where 
there are not enough of the essentials for living, and absolutely 
none of the comforts or necessary luxuries. This causes many 
things to occur. Likewise, it may be the result of a vicious 
circle. Crime may have sent the father into prison, leaving 
his wife with the care of the family. This necessitated the 
oldest boys and girls going to work, and perhaps the younger 
(10) 
ones becoming errand or newsboys. In these surroundings they 
speedily became potential criminals, and with the stigma on 
their name, were soon apprehended as delinquents. Not having 
sufficient money to properly care for it, the family was soon 
reduced to the borders of poverty, which in turn became the 
garden spot for crime. 
Poverty tends to break down the mor~l tone of the child-
hood of a community to a great degree. It also undermines the 
physical health of the child. By not having sufficient food, 
clothing or adequate provision, the child is tempted to get 
these for himself, and so gradually slips into the delinquent 
class. 
B. DISEASE. 
Too frequently as a direct result of poverty, is the 
prevalence of disease. When any contagious disease breaks out 
in a city or conjested community, it is generally the poor 
classes who suffer most. This is due primarily to the fact 
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that they have not money enough to secure adequate medical atten-
tion; are frequently too ignorant to know the essentials of 
hygiene, and have not sufficient proper food for the nourishment 
of those afflicted to recover. 
It has been observed, through tests and carefully compiled 
and kept charts showing the weight of a child, that the simple 
method of supplying fresh milk for that individual daily would 
not only increase its weight, but improve the general tone of 
its physical and mental health. Since this obviously cannot be 
done by many of the poor families in our cities, many school 
districts provide milk for those needing it. This physical 
handicap. through insufficient and improper food is both a 
cause of disease and a result of poverty. 
It is an assumed fact today that behavior probleins are 
related to physical conditions as well as to mental defects. 
Frequently poor phys.ical condition or some specific disease 
may have been a large contributory factor to delinquency, and 
of course delinquency frequently is the cause of disease, 
especially venereal , and so poor physical condition. 
At Sleighton Farms, the Girls' Department of the Glenn 
Mills Schools, incorporated institutions in the State of Penn-
sylvania, where all delinquent girls committed by the courts 
1 2 
are sent, each girl is given a physical and mental examination . 
Less than one half, 54.7% of these girls were considered in good 
physical condition; 22 . 2% were in poor or very poor physical 
condition. The colored girls were less robust than the white 
girls, for of the latter , 37.2% were in good physical condition, 
while 28.0% of the former were in poor or very poor physical 
condition. Of the 263 girls there were 43 . 7% or 115 with diseased 
or enlarged thyroid; 35.0%, or 92 with diseased or enlarged ton-
sils or adenoids; 17.5%, or 46 with impaired heart; 14 . 1% or 3? 
with diseased lungs. Venereal disease was fairly prevalent, but 
was generally the result rather than the cause of delinquency. 
In connection with malnutrition. and frequently as a direct 
result of it, there are many children's diseases which are 
frequently contributory factors in the problem of juvenile 
delinquency. One of the most disastrous for the child is 
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tuberculosis. It may assume many forms, such as tuberculosis 
of the spine, hip, or the lungs. It may have been also a result 
of heredity or through an infected mother. Also it is scienti-
fically stated as true today that this disease may be contracted 
through other means such as constant living in the same room with 
a subject . Also it has frequently happened to individuals who 
have become thus afflicted and are unable to go to a better 
c~imate or to procure nece~sary medical attention that they 
develop the attitude of mind that since they have only a short 
time to live they will get the most out of life while they are 
here. This, in case of children, leads eventually to the juvenile 
court. When it happens that the mother or father is in the grip 
of the white plague , then the children are thrown on the street 
with little or no restraint or training, and soon become young 
offenders. 
Another great factor in the physical retardation of children 
is the presence of adenoids and diseased tonsils. It has been 
estimated that almost ten per cent of the children of the country 
of school age are affected with this cause of defectiveness. 
Adenoids affect the brain of the child, c~using it to function 
slowly and very inaccurately, which commonly affects the morals 
and conduct of the child. It has been frequently observed that a 
child who was backward in school, difficult to control in the home 
or on the street, who was bordering on criminality, was suffering 
from adenoids. Upon having them removed he rapidly came to 
normalcy, readjusted his living and immediately improved in conduct. 
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Another common disease among children is rickets. This 
is usually caused by insufficient lime in the food, and where 
no children's clinic is available, many parents are unaware 
of the fact that their children are so afflicted. Though not 
a serious disease, still it may prove the basis for a later 
breakdown physically, and this in turn trends toward delinquency. 
C. REREDITY. 
But one of the most insidious causes of retarded or 
broken children is the inherited trait. How often the cause 
of a boy's or girl's wrongdoing has been traced back to the 
parental Blind babies, warped mentalities, distorted bodies, 
unhappy, blighted hearts and lives are too frequently the 
result of some taint in the blood of the parents. Drunkenness 
of parents, syphilitic conditions, and all social indulgences 
and sins in the parents tend to produce in the child a 
retarded or handicapped life. The parent who is diseased, 
either physically or mentally, tends to beget children in 
kind. 
II. MENTAL CAUSES. 
A. HEREDITY. 
Why should innocent children suffer because of the 
licentious condition of their parents? And yet they do. Many 
juvenile delinquents are the direct result of inherited ten-
dencies from parents. And this is especially true of the men-
tally defective parent. It is a clearly recognized fact that 
children of mentally defective parents have a very noticeable 
mental haddicap. 
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Where parents are subnormal, mentally, the progeny are apt 
to be below the standard. Where parents are degenerate, 
morally, they frequently have degenerate children. A slovenly, 
immoral mother is almost a direct cause of immoral, licentious 
girls. A stealing, drunken father is too often the pattern for 
his boys. 
Frequently too, physical defect is a direct cause of 
mental retardation. A child with a weak or diseased body 
cannot hope to cope with the child who is strong and healthy. 
In the case of children affected with adenoids, they may have 
the same amount of sleep, same kind and amount of food as another 
child, and still not be able to do the work, either physical or 
mental. Yet another cause for mental retardation is the lack 
of proper vision and hearing. Children are sometimes too 
timid about revealing their handicaps, when they know them, and 
sometimes they are unaware of them; sometimes they will not do 
it because it will mean the wearing of glasses and so be the 
object of ridicule. However, this phase is being obliterated 
through our regular physical examinations fDr school children, 
and these defects are being discovered and remedied. A by-
product of feeblemindednes s on the part of girls is illegitimacy 
and prostitution. weakrninded girls drift into prostitution. 
It has been estimated that from 40.0 to 50.0% of the unmarried 
mothers are low grade mentally who bear similar children, thus 
being and creating a problem in juvenile delinquency. 
The mentally, broken child, either feeble or subnormal, 
is not able to cope with others, and so is easily led into evil, 
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due to his limitations. He may either not know the 
difference between right and wrong, or his powers of inhibition 
may have become atrophied, and being below normal, is appre-
hended and punished when proper care or environment might 
have helped avert the catastrophe. And what is true of the 
subnormal child is true, in another way, to the supernormal 
child. The one who learns quickly and easily, has an abundance 
of spare time at his disposal, easily drifts into mischief. 
Through mental examination children could be classified, and 
those needing specialized a ttention receive it. It is clearly 
seen that mentally defective children should be discovered and 
assisted in order to remove the cause for juvenile delinquency. 
When the cause of this condition is in the parents, as it 
frequently is, then the condition should be remedied; for it 
is a notable fact, that children tend to be like their parents. 
B. DEGENERATE PAP~NTS. 
Especially noticeable are the cases of the degenerate 
I 
parents socially, who feel that it is nobody•s business what 
they do or how they "raise thetr kids". If the child does not 
want to go to school he does not have to do so. If they want 
to play on the street till late at night they are permitted to 
do so. The parents may be so ignorant and illiterate they 
they have exceedingly low standards for their children, and 
they reason that "what is good enough for me is good enough for 
them•. This fallacious tendency on the part of the parent is 
not only contaminating the morals and character of their own 
children, but it pollutes the very social atmosphere wherever 
they go. 
There are at least four types of mothers who are a direct 
cause of delinquent children, namely: 
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The lazy, parasitic mother, whose affection for her hhild 
is mixed with her desire for money. This kind considers the 
child as a source of income . She may demand that the child, 
when he sells his papers, bring home the money to her. If he 
happens, by good luck, to sell a great number of papers today, 
she expects and demands that he sell the same number tomorrow, 
and the next day, and so on. She does not care to know that the 
baseball season is over, or the prize fight is finished, all 
she wants is the money . The child, therefore, either resorts 
to stealing, gambling, or else will not report the exact number 
of papers sold , always keeping below a safe estimate. Or, she 
will make the child go along the tracks and get coal. If the 
sufficient supply is not brought in, the child gets a whipping . 
Knowing this the child brings in the coal even if he has to 
steal it from a car · or some coal house. 
Then there is the so-called sentimental mother who is so 
doting on her child that she fails to realize that the child 
must be trained. She thinks that it can do no wrong, and so 
the child soon learns that it can do as it pleases . Even when 
it openly does wrong the mother will champion it be£ore a just 
and wise father who wants his child well-trained. The result 
is that the child does not know nor does he respect authority, 
and soon is in clash with the local authorities . 
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The third class is perhaps the most dangerous of all: 
the immoral mother . She who not only drinks and has her 
clandestine engagements, but encourages it among her daughters . 
She will have her son act as a decoy to assist in having her 
girls meet immoral men to add both adventure and money to 
herself. She is the type who frequently acts in the capacity 
of nchaperon° at questionable dancing parties or public dance 
halls. This is, of course, a part of the regular white slave 
business. Fortunately, the members of this class are compara-
tively few. For they make the "respectable• heads of criminal 
gangs and gambling dens. 
The last class is the working mother. She it is, who through 
stark necessity is compelled to leave her children to their 
own devices, or to the care of an older child or the neighbors. 
All of these are causes for delinquency, and the mother who is 
out working to earn money to feed and clothe her little flock 
is handicapped by the very thing that necessity compels her to do. 
And as there are at least four types of mothers, so there 
are a similar number of degenerate fathers who have a deleterious 
influence on their children. 
First, there is the careless father who is a parent, not 
through choice, or because he has a desire to have honorable 
children, but because they are the result of an uncontrolled 
appetite. He thinks that since the mother bore them she Should 
be responsible for them. This type of father is frequently found 
among the unmarried parents . But even among legitimate parents 
there are fathers who seem to have no interest at all in the 
welfare of their children, and permit them to do as they 
please as long as they do not bother them, and keep out of the 
clutnhes of the law. 
Then altogether too many times, the inaulgent father will 
let his boy or girl have practically anything they desire, or 
do as they please, for •they are only children once•. This 
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type of father has no intelligent idea as to the value of early 
training, and thinks he is doing his child a great favor by 
permitting it to do as it desires. If the mother corrects 
John or Mary, the father is apt to say, "Oh, let them do it, 
(or have it), it won't hurt them,"and then, in order to promote 
harmony , the mother assents when she knows it will be injurious. 
This type of father permits his children to go to all kinds 
of amusements or in any company. 
However, a still more dangerous type, in many ways, is the 
lazy, improvident father - the one who makes his wife , through 
sheer necessity, support the family. This frequently causes the 
mother to go out to work and, c~nsequently, leave the children 
to their own devices, either at home or in the streets. Thus 
the children grow up unaccustomed to authority or discipline, 
and will be more easily led into conflict with civil regulations 
and prohibitions. 
But the most dangerous to the child and to society at large, 
is the godless, immoral father. This becomes peculiarly our 
problem. It is in this kind of a home where discouragement, 
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bitterness, sin , and unhappiness drop their dark mantle over 
the unprotected shoulder of the child. When children in the 
home see no reverence, no faith, no honesty, no religious con-
victions, no moral strength, they are apt to become caloused, 
morally , and fall into many kinds of error. The father who is 
without moral principles, who permits his ch ldren to set up 
their own moral standards, who advocates the double standard in 
morals, who is a habitue of the house of prostitution, who 
cares nothing for God, is sowing the seed of juvenile delinquency 
and later, criminality, for his children. 
III. ENVIRONMENTAL CAUSES . 
The environmental causes are by no means the least of the 
factors which are instrumental in the retardation of children. 
The once strongly advocated theory, and still believed by a great 
number of people, has lost some of its persuasiveness , due to 
the fact that it failed to work in life. The theory referred to 
is the "Environmental theory". This idea was, briefly, to the 
effect that an individual's life and character could be changed 
simply by placing him in new surroundings. But this failed in so 
many instances that it has been greatly discredited. There must 
be some other force, something that will change the nature of the 
individual. Of this vitalizing power which will and can come 
into the life of an individual, more will be presented in a 
later chapter. 
A. PHYSICAL. 
There is, however, no doubt that an uninteresting and 
unsanitary environment will aid in the degradation of a man , 
women or child. A child reared in a slovenly, immoral 
environment, will tend to live in that manner, for the thing s 
that he is first associated with tend to color his life, and 
it is· true that "what enters into the first of life enters 
into all of life". Therefore it is not only essential - it 
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is obligatory that the child be given those early surroundings 
and associations which will assist him in character formation 
and development. But let this child live in that environment 
until his character has passed through the plastic stage, and 
it will take decidedly more than new surroundings to remake him; 
it will take a revolution in both teaching and living. 
Children who have been reared in surroundings such as exist 
in the slums of our great cities avoid delinquency largely through 
restraint. The very walls of their souls are painted in the 
drab colors of their environment. They have not had any chance 
to see the real beauties of life, and, to a certain extent, they 
are similar to a chameleon. Their lives will take on the hue 
of their environment. Their very outlook on life will be 
different. When their only playground is the street, and the 
old lady's apple cart is so easy to upset and she eets so mad 
when it is done, then that is for them the thing to do . When 
country boys can play out in the fields or other attractive 
surroundings; can play ball, tennis, pitch horseshoes, etc., 
city boy simply cannot because he has no room to do so. His 
form of recreation is either throwing cards against the wall , 
shooting craps, or some other detrimental past t ime. These 
diversions are due, not to the inherent wickedness of the boy 
the 
nor because he is a city boy , but because of his physical 
en~ironment which compels him to furnish amusements that will 
correspond to the amo~~t of space at his disposal. With this 
early predisposition toward waywardness it is only a short 
step to delinquency . 
B. MORAL. 
The moral and social environmental conditions which assist 
in the production of juvenile delinquency are more or less 
associated . The boy or girl whose companions are untrustworthy 
and wayward during the character forming years will have those 
tendencies reproduced in his own life . That is the reason 
why careful parents are so insistent on having good companions 
for their children. The children who are permitted to keep 
bad company will not only have corrupt manners , but perverted 
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and corrupted morals . Children who learn all of the things about 
the seamy side of life from other children or from unsympathetic 
adults will show a decided inclination to try to emulate some 
desperate character . The fact that nearly 40 per cent of the 
entire number of delinquent boys out of a group of 1446 working 
boys, were newsboys and errand boys , giv~a rather clear picture 
of the large part played by the social environment on the morals 
of a boy . 
C. SOCIAL . 
With the girls the percentage was hiBhest among the domestic 
servants, but not because they were necessarily working in 
unmoral homes, but because when , through with work they would 
go out to seek entertainment and would invariably go to a cheap 
dance hall, movie or joy ride , and usually the results of these 
were the cause of their delinquency. 
Children who have as examples parents or other members of 
the home who openly scoff at religion, constantly violate the 
law in different particulars, who swear , quarrel, and lead 
unwholesome lives, will have, not only their actions, but their 
characters affected by this association. When a child's 
character is warped and blackened, his actions will correspond. 
It is, therefore, necessary that child's social surroundings 
be of a type that will assist in the production of a high 
character. 
D. INDUSTRIAL. 
Another condition which must be at least mentioned is the 
industrial environment. How the heavy unsympathetic hand of 
industry has crushed the awakening lives of children! Born 
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and reared under the shadow of a great mill; breathing the 
contaminated atmosphere; receiving nourishment from a mother who 
has perhaps also been contaminated and diseased, inheriting 
predispositions toward sickness from both parents; is it any 
wonder that the child of the mill towns, of the great coal mining 
sections, of the sweat shops, now located in the homes of the 
poor , should show such unfavored development? Must industry 
forever take its toll of the children of America? Is the future 
generation to be weakened by the privations and anti-social 
attitude of the present one? When parents, through greed for 
money will work their children and deprive them of a healthy, 
normal childhood, shall society at large sit by with idle hands, 
mute lips, blinded eyes, and unsympathetic ears? These are some 
of the contributory conditions that produce one of the major 
problems today; that of juvenile delinquency or incipient 
criminality. 
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CHAPTER II 
CHANGED SOCIAL CONDITIONS 
I. WOMAN' S NEW SPHERE. 
It is evident that one of the chief causes of our present 
juvenile delinquent problem is either directly or indirectly 
due to the changed social conditions as they exist today. There 
are so many more agencies to distract the mind of the young, so 
many more agents to divert them into wrong associations and 
interests, so many appeals made to the physical and mental through 
the media of sense and emotion that we are frequently at our 
wits end to put our finger on the sore spot that is causing all 
the pain. 
No brief is held either for or against the new field of 
woman 1B activities. But has she not over-emphasized her importance? 
In our grandmother's day, the common means of entertainment was to 
go "to Aunt Dinah's quilting party" with the expectation of 
"seeing Nellie home•. I am not sure that there were not other 
things to be seen,but there were at least no fast automobiles to 
ride off in where the •old folks can't bother us". They, at that 
time, went either on foot or in the old wagon. All went together 
and stayed there after they got there. But today our women are 
not satisfied with achieving in the only realm where they are pre-
eminent, but they must mix in with the male sex in his business. 
It is readily and cheerfully admitted that many women are superior 
to men in many forms of activity, but it is still maintained that 
woman 's chief sphere of activity and influence is in the home. 
With the revolt of youth today against restrictions, and barriers, 
we see the beginning of the downfall of the greatest institution 
on the earth. By her interest, entrance, and activity in the 
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business world today, many a woman has lost her right to 
superiority. She has wilfully forfeited her position, she has 
sold her birthright for a mess of pottage. 
The purpose of this thesis is not to advocate the return 
of the old-time ignorance and social slavery of woman. But what 
2? 
is deplored is the fact that her freedom is becoming her bondage. 
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No wom~n can hope to make as great a contribution in business as 
she can by being the beloved wife and mother in a home. 
No one will deny that in most cases a women makes a better 
stenographer, in other things besides looks, than does a man, but 
everyone should bewail the fact that while woman is trying to 
compete with man on that score, the home is suffering, for a good 
stenographer or business woman does not necessarily qualify a 
woman to be a good homemaker or mother. The mere physical fact 
of motherhood does not shower a woman with the suitable knowledge 
for the correct and intelligent transaction of the head of a home 
as a wife and mother. In fact when a woman has been in the habit 
of making and receiving her own salary, she resents being a 
"dependent•. 
In our present life the woman may have freedom from worry, or 
so she fondly asserts, u~til she marries, and sometimes thereafter. 
But when she marries, and that proves a bore or not as thrilling as 
she anticipated, or is too narrow a sphere for her abilities, then 
she reasons that since she supported herself beffore her wedding she 
ca~ do so again, and frequently she either proceeds to get a 
divorce or turn the reins of the home over to an outsider and 
accepts a position to avoid •the drudgery of housework". 
Women have been so insistent in their demands for equality 
that they have rarely understood what it all meant. In desiring 
equality with man, i.e. to be on the same plane of competition 
with him, when she should have kept herself above him,it appears 
that she has forfeited far more than she has gained. This seems 
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particularly noticeable in industry and business where men do not 
pay woman the same kind of respect that they formerly did, •for•, 
they say, •since she is a wage earner, she must abide by the rules 
of the worker". This is seen in many different phases in the new 
movement, but we are primarily concerned with its effect upon the 
home. 
With women in industry they naturally look forward to some-
thing else than getting into a home of their own. Many of them 
want freedom, liberty, and too often, license. This, of course, 
has a tendency to prevent or retard marriage. Moreover by 
referring to statistics in our educated class, taken from four 
leading women's colleges in this country, we find that from 
Wellesley - Only 35% of the graduates married inside 
Mt. Holyoke 
Bryn Mawr 
vassar 
of ten years, and only 48% married within 
twenty years. 
- At the beinning of a fifty-year period, 
85% of the graduates married. At the 
close of a fifty-year period 50% of the 
graduates were married. 
According to available statistics only 
43% ever marry. 
Only 46.7% ever marry. 
In a questionnaire sent out to 325 Wellesley graduates, 232 
replies came back which showed that 90 of these graduates intended 
to be teachers; 25 were planning to take up some form of literary 
work; 24 social service; 22 business or banking; 19 secretarial 
work; 18 research work; 14 artistic work; 7 medicine; 5 music; and 
8 definitely intended to marry and establish a home. 
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With such figures as these, the question is asKed if 
exclusive women's colleges warp the mind of woman as to dis-
qualify her for raarried life and motherhood, or by being entirely 
out of touch with life productively, do they view life merely from 
a selfish standpoint. 
Even more startling than the above figures are those given 
below showing the effect of this higher education in colleges of 
this type upon motherhood. 
The Wellesley graduates have .8? child per person. 
The Mt. Holyoke graduates have 1.9 child per marriage . 
The Bryn Mawr graduates have .33 child for all graduates . 
But taking into consideration only those who are married , and 
ommitting the unmarried, which naturally lower the percentage, 
Bryn Mawr 's married graduates have only .8 child per marriage. 
vassar graduates have on an average of 1.45 child per marriage . 
High birth rate among any class of people is not in itself 
a virtue, in fact it can be the reverse, but the decline in birth 
rate is now taking place in that strata of society from which come 
leaders in all departments of life. If then, this is generally 
or only partially true of our educational institutions, it is an 
alarming condition, and can be traced very largely, if not entire-
ly, to the new sphere of woman. This condition is emphasized 
when we see the place that woman holds today in industry or gainful 
occupations. 
The following table shows the increase in the number of women 
workers over a thirty-year period . These figures include all in 
"gainful occupations". 
Year No. of million Percent of population 
1890 4 1?.4 
1900 5t 18.8 
1910 8 23.4 
1920 8~ 21.1 
In 1890 there were approximately 615,000 married women 
engaged in gainful occupations. In 1900 there were 3,000,000. 
The per cent of married women workers increased from 13.9 of 
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the total number of women workers in 1900 to 23.0 in 1920. In 
1920 in the United States nearly one-fourth of the entire number 
of women workers were married women and about one tenth of all 
the women in the country are absent from home all day. One of the 
great underlying causes of juvenile delinquency is easily seen 
by only a casual observation of these facts. For, if through 
choice or otherwise, the mothers of the country are away from 
home during the day, the home suffers to that extent. It is, 
therefore, almost impossible to estimate the real cost in family 
welfare and standard of living today to have housewives and mothers 
in industry, but it is safe to assert that a part of the respon-
sibility for the waywardness of youth can be definitely placed 
upon this one factor. 
II. CHILD LABOR. 
But our modern industrial conditions have made it not only 
possible for the child to work as well as the woman, but in 
some cases have demanded it. With the introduction of machinery 
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children can do the work formerly done by adults, because the 
work is largely done by the machine , and it soon becomes a pure 
matter of supervision . With the piece-work idea, established 
in many factories, a child may do a great deal of the lighter 
work for less wages, and where the work does not require special 
skill or strength, the tendency to employ children is especially 
marked. Thus the employer may get the same results, the same 
output, with cheaper labor. So when we begin to study the 
problem of child labor, we naturally ask ourselves, "what is the 
cause of child labor, or the contributing causes, and in what 
way is it connected with juvenile delinquency? 11 
A. SOME CAUSES. 
The causes of child labor are so complicated that it is 
extremely difficult to determine the exact cause, or causes . 
But it seems fairly certain that there are several very well 
defined contributory causes. And this will, of course, not 
always be evident in the same community. In some localities 
the very poverty of the people is a compelling motive; in 
others, as in the rural sections, the low ideals of the parents 
will keep the children at work, and away from school and child-
hood's prerogatives; in yet another it will be the greed of 
either parents or employers . in yet ano.ther, or in many of our 
cities, it will be the artificial standard of living which will 
cause the boy~ to become newsboys , messenger boys, bell hops , 
etc. in order to have some extra spending money . It is not 
economically necessary, but they prefer it, as there is novelty, 
adventure , excitement, and the re~lization that they are 
"on their own". 
Though this thesis cannot go into the subject of the 
Child Labor Problem exhaustively, still a fev.r of the con-
tributory causes, and some of the less desirable effects, 
will be viewed. 
1. Economic. 
Even today there are many parents who consider the child 
as a financial asset. In the beet fields of Colorado, you 
will see boys and girls at work all day long, working for a 
mere pittance, or else for nothing, because of the greed of 
their parents . The best marriage that a Bohemian man can make, 
in that region, is to marry a widow with five or six children, 
for then he will get that many extra hands for his beet field 
at no extra cost. It is still true, though largely on the 
decrease , that when the work on the large farms in the middle 
western states began in the spring of the year, the boys were 
taken from school and stayed out until after corn husking. 
This, we are thankful to note, is becoming lessened each year , 
and the country boy and girl is having as good an opportunity 
32 
as the city child. The home work on the farm inculcates a habit 
of industry that is invaluable to him throughout life. 
The greed of parents is more noticeable among the low, 
ignorant classes of native Americans and the newly arrived 
immigrants, who send their children to workshops and factories 
in order to gain a few more dollars per month. In Fall River , 
Massachusetts , the children of the foreign born enter the mills 
as soon as the laws permit , many of them, on the day that they 
reach their fourteenth birthday. In 1911 one seventh of the 
working children of Chicago entered the lists of workers on the 
day after they were fourteen. And child labor is especially 
prevalent in large families . This is particularly true in 
the families of the new American . "In St . Louis seventy per 
cent of 1085 families studied , it was found that tl1ree persons , 
or half the members of tne family were engaged in remunerative 
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employment . " The poverty is frequently the underlying cause, 
it is too often one segment of a vicious circle , for poverty 
causes child labor ; child labor prevents opportunity for indus-
trial training , and results in low wages in later life for the 
child; low wages for the adults , on account of the cheap child 
labor , in turn brings poverty. 
2 . Social . 
But one of the most i~portant fac t ors to be considered is 
the child ' s own atti t ude . This is , of course , contingent on 
the disinterestedness of the parent . A very large prOIJOrtion 
of the children dropping out of school do so on their own 
initiative, a~d many of them , in spite of the protests of 
their parents. ' They do so, not to become idle , but to go to 
work . Perhaps the family income will not permit them to have 
the same amount of spending money that they want , or that some 
other boy has, and so they look for a job in order to have the 
necessary money . In the 1085 St . Louis families studied , over 
twenty- two per cent of the school children were anxious to begin 
working , and almost all of them secured positions through their 
own efforts . Boys soon develop the spirit of independence, and 
it is a great day when he earns his first money and can spend 
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1woman and Child Wage Earners in the United States , Vol . VII , p. 46 . 
it as he desires because it is his own . Among this class 
is the newsboy and the messenger boy. They can sell papers 
either after school , or all day . Frequently they quit school 
at an early age to sell apers or become messengers . This 
is detrimental in various ways , as we shall show. 
In the cotton mills , small children are use~ as doffers, 
bobbin boys , and spool boys . In the glass houses , and the coal 
mines, boys are used , at an early age , for light work . 
B . SOME RESULTS . 
But the aspect which is most interesting is the moral 
effects of child labor as it has a bearing on the problem 
of juvenile delinquency . And amone the occupations where the 
boys have the greatest temptations, are tho ~ e of the ne~sboy 
and the messenger boy. If a women in a house of prostitution 
sends for a messenger , it may be that a boy of fourteen , or a 
little older , is the one sent to answer the summons . hat he 
sees and learns is decidedly detrimental to his moral life , 
and exceedingly favorable for the development of various kinds 
of later vices or even crimes . The newsboy , in some cities , 
becomes a pest and a notorious beggar , and will even resort to 
thievery on slight provocation . 
The federal government has gathered data presented in the 
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following table , which shows the proport ion of delinquents 
among working and non- working children in six American cities.l 
lwoman and Child Wage Earners in the Unite d States, Vol . I, p . 385-
386 
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Proportion of boys Proportion of girls 
Delinquent Delinquent 
Cities Non- Non-
Worki ng Working Working Working 
Indianapolis •. . ....• 6 .67 3.15 1 . 41 • 31 
Baltimore ........ 2 . 87 . 66 . 51 . 02 
Boston ........ 15 . 71 1 . 46 1 . 36 . 08 
Newark ........ 3 . 74 . 89 • 28 .04 
Philadelphia ••••.••• 1 . 66 • 55 . 34 . 04 
Pittsburg . . . . . . . . 6 . 56 1.54 2 . 47 . 14 
This table shows that the proportion is from two to ten 
times as high among the working boys as it is among the non-
working boys . Among the girl s the disproportion is even greRter, 
though the proportions are so small as to be unreliable . The 
investigation showed that, taking the cities as a whole , the 
working children furnished both absolutely and relatively , more 
delinquents than the non- working group . 
1 . To the individual . 
Among the classes of delinquents the newsboy and the 
messenger or errand boy form the largest percentage . The very 
fact that the newsboy frequents all kinds of places, in every 
section of our cities , at all hours of the day , is, in itself, 
a fertile ground for immorality . And it has been shown that , 
in a certain industrial school, out of all the newsboys who 
were inmates , one third of them were suffering from some kind 
of venereal disease , and they were considerably below the normal 
in height and weight . In a canvass of the Lyman School for Boys, 
in Massachusetts, it was shown that nearly one nalf of the in-
mates were newsboys . And the same alarming number of delinquents 
is to be found among the boys of the messenger service , who are 
obliged to go into every section of the city , and the most adept 
crap shooter in the world is generally recruited from among this 
class of boys . 
Among the girls who are found to be delinquent , the 
greatest percentage is found in those who are engaged in 
domestic service , this being partly due to the fact that 
there is greater opportunity for petty larceny, and also 
to the lack of protection against immorality. Frequently 
members of the family are the guilty parties , but it is 
usually men whom the girls meet when they go out seeking 
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entertainment. The work in a home , for a girl of this type , 
is often so monotonous and i rksome that when she gets her 
afternoons or evenings out , she goes where she can get a 
thrill out of some wild party, joy ride , or cheap dance hall . 
And these are all factors in the problem of juvenile delinquency 
among the working girls . 
"The figures presented by the federal government throw 
much light on the importance of various occupations as causative 
factors of juvenile del i nquency . The following table , based on 
statistics for 1446 working boys , and 202 working girls , shows 
the percentage of each sex engaged in the occupations furnishing 
the largest number of delinquents . ttl 
Industry or 
Occupation. 
Newsboys . . .• .. . •.•• . 
Errand boys • •.• •• ••• 
Drivers and helpers . 
Stores and markets • • 
Messengers . ••• • ••• • • 
Bootblacks ••••• • •• • • 
Other Occupations • • • 
Per cent of 
total delin-
quent working 
boys. 
21 . 83 
17.80 
7. 30 
4 . 23 
2. 59 
1 . 77 
44 . 48 
Industry or 
Occupation . 
Per cent 
of total 
delinquent 
working 
girls. 
Domestic service •••• 
Textile , hosiery and 
knit goods 
53 . 9!:> 
12 . 36 
5 . 44 
4 . 95 
4.45 
1 . 98 
Stores and markets •• 
Clothing makers .•••• 
Candy • ••••.••.•.••• . 
Laundry ••••••••••••• 
Other Occupations • • • 16.87 
lwoman and Child Wage Earners in the United States , Vol .VIII, p . 9ff 
It will be seen, by studying the above table, that the 
newsboy and the errand boy form the l a r es t per cent of the 
boy delinquents, and the girl in domestic service rovides 
one half of all the delinquents for her sex. And this is 
especially alarming when we realize that the girl who goes into 
domes tic service is the girl in her te ens , and not the small 
girl , such as mi ght be tempted in a candy store or market . 
3? 
Though there is no case to be held aga inst labor or industry 
as such, still it is evident that the boy or irl who is obliged 
or permitted to work during t he age of develo ment, and thus is 
deprived of t he right of every boy and girl to a good ho~e , and 
time to play and develop their bodies, and l ay a foundat ion fo r a 
useful career, is sinned against . One of the disastrous effects 
of child labor is that they are stunted in erowth hysically , and 
vmrped in t heir mental outl ook. The world of today and toP-J.orrm~· 
dem"l.ndo strong and heal thy men and women , and they cannot be 
· rovided if the boys and girls of today are permitted to u·_der-
mi ne t he ir physi cal condition, and endanger their moral and 
spiritual lives during the period when they should be laying 
foundations and building char~cter . During t l iB .LJel'iod vhen 
we have seen the great number of delinquent tb err~ is still one 
further cause whi ch has a disastrous effec This is also 
found in the same class that furnishes the largest number of 
delinquent boys . 
Prohibition has been a real menace to the street bo , who 
is at the call of an unscrupulous public. Where before the boy 
went in and out of the saloon, he was only in danger of evil 
influences of the lace . Today h e is used as a vender of 
bootleg, whiskey, and other things like dope. Among a certain 
group of boys in a high school of a western town, nearly all of 
them were peddlers. They had it given to them by men actively 
engaged in the trade, and the boys simply delivered it, and so 
got into the habit of using it, and were not only addicts, but 
violators of the law as well. Thtough the prohibitory amendment 
to our Constitution is of untold value to the future welfare of 
the country, yet,in this time of transition,there are many boys 
and girls who are hopelessly demoralized through the hip flask 
and the wild parties that are prevalent in our high schools. 
It is, therefore, clearly recognized that the results of 
child labor are exceedingly detrimental to the boy or girl 
immediately concerned. The child who is engaged in remunerative 
work constantly, is, generally speaking, getting a warped view 
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of life. He is stunting, or undermining, his physical life, as 
well as dwarfing his intellectual and social horizon. Practically 
all of our states recognized this fact and have some kind of child 
labor and compulsory school attendance laws. Exception must be 
made for those who have dependent mothers to support, but even 
then the facts involved are still present, even though there may 
be a justifiable excuse for early labor. 
The child who is deprived of a healthy, norma~ chi~dhood, 
is simply impoverished for his contact with life, and is, as has 
been shown, fertile soil for all kinds of delinquency, which, not 
infrequently, leads to definite and prolonged criminality. 
2. To the Home. 
As will be shown in a later chapter, the home which may be, 
and is, a real cause of juvenile delinquency, is also affected 
otherwise. Where children in the home are compelled to work, 
though the home may gain a few dollars in return for this, still 
it is thereby compelled to surrender its prerogatives, and is 
deprived of laying the foundations for sterling character. The 
training of the child is necessarily of a limited nature, and at 
best only elementary, for the child is not home enough to be 
thoroughly trained. 
3. To Society. 
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And what is true of the individual is doubly true of society 
at large. Society has a right to expect that its future leaders 
shall be those of the highest possible type, filled with great 
and noble ideals, with a broad vision of service and a deep desire 
to make as great a contribution to the sum total of human ad-
vancement as possible. And to make this poss ible, the future 
leaders must not be recruited from the ranks of the unfit, 
untrained, •unsocialized". The future leaders of civilization, 
if they be leading civilization on the higher road of achievement, 
must come from the normal section of society. Therefore, it is 
essentia~ that all causes of degeneracy be removed, and the 
rising generation be developed as much as ossible, for, as 
Henry Herbert Goddard says in his book "Juvenile Delinquency": 
"Since the future of the nation depends on the children of 
today, the nation's greatest asset, they must be safeguarded, 
kept and trained". 
III. LAX MORAL CONDITIONS. 
One of the most dangerous sources of juvenile delinquency 
that exists today is the prevalent moral conditions. These 
are, by all, admittedly lax. Distinction is made between 
moral conditions and moral standards. The very casual perusal 
of any daily paper, weekly magazine, or monthly periodical, will 
bear abundant testimony to the moral laxity which is prevalent 
in our country today. As an example of this, in the November, 
1926 Red Book appeared an article entitled "The Moral Revolt• 
by Judge Ben Lindsey, which would shock any decent minded man 
or woman, if what he there says should be true. He says that 
the solution for much of our present mental difficulties might 
be solved if married men and women had "e isodes• with others 
aside from those legally united to them. Advocating such a 
policy is striking at the very heart of the foundation of our 
civilization - •the home•. With the increase of divorces every 
year, it is seen that there is a lessening of the high moral 
striving which characterized our forefathers. 
The character of the movies, theatres, magazine stories, 
and popular best sellers, seems to have been fashioned on the 
basis of feeding the lustful sex desire. Our daily papers carry, 
in glaring headlines, the sensational accounts of "The Hall-Mills 
Murder", and justify their procedure by saying they do it because 
the people want it. 
When students preparing for leadership in ~he field of 
religious education, planning to spend their lives in taking 
religion to mankind, habitually take in all the first night 
burlesque and vaudeville performances, then this is at least 
indicative of the moral tendency of the times. When these 
same students plan more eagerly for seeing the popular 
"Artists and Models" than they do for their religious 
preparation for service, then something is radically wrong. 
When the chief forms of amusement for some ministers• 
wives are dancing, cards and movies, it is little wonder that 
the youth of the country is in great danger. 
When a professor in a great university, founded by the 
followers of John Wesley, takes a group of boys to Europe 
and shows them all of the rottenness of the French Capitol, 
personally conducts them to places where nude women cavort in 
enticing dances trying to lure men, then it would appear that 
our present mode of living is not productive of best results. 
It is only necessary to mention the much discussed topic 
of woman's dress as an evidence of the lax moral conditions of 
today. The present "flare" for daring in feminine apparel 
is chiefly to attract the attention of the masculine eye. Of 
course not all women, nor any great per cent of them, have any 
~oral thoughts in so dressing, but many of these same women 
on our streets do place immoral thoughts in the minds of 
countless numbers of boys and men. And this, in turn, creates 
the desire which frequently leads to acts of immorality. 
The diaphanous, abbreviated, attire, worn by great multitudes 
of women today on our streets and at business, not to mention 
the comfortable, attractive, form-fitting, bathing costumes, 
does not tend to put boys and men in a very virtuous frame of 
mind. 
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It would be difficult, in the extreme, to definitely 
state the ultimate cause or causes of the lax moral conditions 
of today. One very evident cause is the breakdown of the home. 
When the home was an institution of primary importance, and 
not simply of temporary convenience, as it is in many cases 
today, then our moral conditions were far better than today. 
But with divorce, desertion, women working, child labor, all 
combining to destroy the sanctity of the home, then there has 
been a loosening of the moral fibre, and a general moral 
slackness. 
Not the least agency for the moral tone of today is the 
movies, which is only here mentioned, and will be developed in 
another place. The backwash of our Volstead Act also has much 
to do with the present condition of things. We are not 
advocating any change, but are simply stating that much of 
the joy rides which terminate in liquor parties on the part of 
the younger set, is due to the fact that it is thought •smart" 
to "slip one over on the authorities", and have a drink or so. 
Perhaps a minor, though surely a contributory cause of 
moral laxness is the materialistic teaching which is pervading 
many of our colleges, seminaries and universities. An "eat, 
drink, and be merry" philosophy is a result of the taking away 
from mankind the fear of a future punishment. 
If one has no standard of authority save his own will or 
conscience, then there will be as many kinds of lives as there 
are individuals. But when religion was a supernatural, vital 
force in life, then there was a regulating force at work to 
keep men headed toward higher things. The lack of religion 
is so evident in many quarters today, that to believe in any 
real kind of renewing faith is to call on oneself derision. 
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The following table shows the classification by offenses, 
of delinquents in Chicago (1921), and in St. Louis (1919-1920). 
Offense Chicago St. Louis 
Boys Girls Boys Girls 
Against person 7.2 0.7 2.3 o.o 
.. property 65.9 11.8 56.6 10.6 
• morals 20.9 87.5 17.1 81.0 
• peace ---- ---- 13.5 6.3 
Violating city 
ordinances 
---- ----
10.5 2.0 
Other offenses 6.0 o.o o.o o.o 
It will be seen that, among the boys, the leading charges 
are those offenses against property. These are, in most cases, 
larceny, though in some it amounted to burglary and robbery. 
But with the girls the difference is very marked . In 
each city the offense against property did not exceed twelve 
per cent of the charges, whereas with the boys, it exceeded 
sixty-five per cent. However, with the boys, the charges 
against morality only amounted to about one-fifth of the 
charges in Chicago, while it went as high as nine-tenths in 
the same city for the girls. In these two cities, of all the 
girls brought in, more than four-fifths were brought in because 
of incorrigibility or flagrant immorality. This is a very 
serious state of affairs, when it is reilized that among great 
numbers of the girls who are thus brought in on these charges 
to the juvenile courts, many of them are infected with venereal 
disease in some form or other, and that means added contamina-
tion, for one contaminated girl who is attractively immoral 
may spread infection among any number of boys and men, who 
in turn are sufferers. 
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One of the greatest curses that we have to fight, as a 
country, is that of venereal disease. It is stated that about 
seven per cent of all blind children owe their condition to 
ophthalmia neonatorum, which is an infection resulting from 
venereal diseases. This condition has been measurably lessened 
from what it was formerly, when from one-fourth to one-third of 
all the blind children in our state schools were there as a 
result of this disease. The reason is not less Dnmorality, but 
the compulsory state laws requiring prophylactic treatment of 
babies' eyes. 
The worst effects of syphilis, however, is not on the man, 
but on the woman and the child. It has been estimated that 
about fifty per cent of syphilitic children die in infancy, 
and it is not certain but that they are to be congratulated, 
ratner than those who live and are filled with the rotten, 
impure blood stream of some harlot or libertine. A large 
proportion of the abdominal operations on married women are 
on account of some form of venereal disease that they have 
themselves contracted, or that has been brought home to them 
by an unfaithful husband to pass on to an innocent child. 
These diseases can be transmitted by other means than direct 
sexual intercourse. They may be transmitted through sores 
on the fingers, lips, and other parts of the body, and by 
contamination resultins in the use of towels, ~ipes, combs, 
and from promiscuous kissing. 
And illicit sex relations give to us the unmarried 
mother and the illegitimate child, and too often it is young 
girls who are compelled to bear the disgrace and the burden 
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of this fall,while the man who has caused the fall is permitted 
to go unpunished or uncensored. 
But our problem is not to punish the man or the poor 
woman who has thus lost her chastity, but to prevent the boy 
or the girl from reaching this state. Our task is to so 
direct them and instruct them that they will not be led aside 
into these pits of destruction, with their fearful consequences. 
And in order to do this we must go back and study the boys and 
girls that are the most susceptible to these temptations. . 
In the Denver Court Report, Juvenile Division, for 1901-02, 
there were ?15 cases of delinquency brought before the court, 
includins both boys and girls . Of this number there were 60 
girls and 655 boys. The age group was from eight to eighteen 
years, and, distributed in the form of a graph, show the 
following result; namely, that the highest peak, or the greatest 
number of cases of delinquency for both sexes, regardless of the 
kind of off ense committed, came at about the t~e o~ sex 
consciousness. This would show, or at least indicate, that 
these boys and girls had not been properly instructed and 
guarded during this critical time in their lives. In both sexes 
the number of cases decline after the time of adolescence, 
though with the girls there is another high ~eak during their 
sixteenth and seventeenth years which cannot be compared with 
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the boys of a similar experience , but with the young man of 
above eighteen years . or the time when they are having their 
own pleasures and enjoyments by themselves . With the boys it 
is seen that the decline is precipitous after the thirteenth 
and fourteenth years . And for both it collects around the 
period of sex aw&<ening• And this presents to us our problem. 
pUtting the above in the for.m of a graph:-
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Of the above number of girls 23.7% were colored: 67.6% 
were native born, children of American parents: 73.8,%were 
natives of Pennsylvania. ~1 but twelve were native born: 
sixty-six were born in Philadelphia, and two hundred eleven 
outside. Fifty-seven of the three hundred seventy-five 
reported no sex experience. 
When sex plays such a large part in the waywardness of 
boys and girls , is it not imperative for society to control 
and direct these elemental urges into creative channels, and 
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let the child work off this surplus energy. 
Since the real goal that is aimed at is to raise 
the standard of conduct of the youth of America, and since 
most conduct is a product of ideals, or the absence of them, 
it seems a natural conclusion to make tha t the standard of 
morals and ideals must be elevated and undergirded by 
enduring principles. 
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CHAPTER III 
CONDITIONS IN THE MODERN HOME. 
CHAPTER III. 
CONDITIONS IN THE MODERN HOME AFFECTING DELINQUENCY. 
I. LACK OF AUTHORITY. 
There is a strange irony in the fact that children from 
parents who have made a success in life should be so often 
worthless. It is only a case of the incompetence of parents. 
We have heard, too often, a successful parent say, •When I was 
a boy I had to get up early in the morning, winter and summer, 
and do a great many chores before breakfast. we had, then, no 
furnace-heated houses, no warm, comfortable bath rooms, but 
everything seemed hard, and I said 'If I ever had a better 
home and children of my own, they would never have to go through 
what I had to.•• And yet, that very seeming concern for the 
welfare of the child is too often the result of misunderstood 
values. The parent should realize that it is the hard things 
that we do that aids in the formation of character. 
A mother will fondly remark that she had to do nothing when 
she was a girl, but . wash dishes and clean house, and her girl 
is not going to do that. •They are only young once, and I 
believe in letting them have a good time." And what a price we 
are paying for that kind of radicalism! 
The new psychology of child training, which puts the old 
hickory stick in the woodbox, and not on the trouser seat of 
the boy, is partially responsible for the many cases of juvenile 
delinquency that we have. Wherever you find a home in which 
the children are the boss, there you will find disobedience, 
and disobedience in the home means disrespect for the law of 
the school, church and state. 
(50) 
Parents of today are so busy trying to give their children 
a better chance than they themselves had, that they forget 
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that some of the things that are most essential for the boy and 
the girl cannot be given to them. You cannot give a boy or a 
girl better morals as you would give a one hundred dollar check. 
The duty and the privilege of parents is to guide and direct 
their children through the hard places in the formative period 
of their lives. An eminent authority on crime has well said , 
"Neglected childhood is the greatest cause of crime, for 
neglected childhood means neglected character, and at a time 
when character is still plastic•. President Roosevelt, in his 
speech in Denver, in December of 1904, said, ~o nation is safe 
unless, in the average home, there are happy, healthy children. 
If these children are not brought up well, they are not mer ely 
a curse to themselves and their parents, but they mean the ruin 
of the state in the future." 
Many parents believe that they are doing the child a favor 
when they permit him to make his own decisions as to what he 
will do and believe, and where he will go, and all the more 
vital factors of his life. Why should not the experiences of 
parents be used to aid in the guidance and direction of child-
hood. Many a boy has been saved from crime and disgrace because 
h e made a pal of h is father, and talked over the affairs of his 
life with him. Many a girl has been saved from ruin and shame 
because she had a regard for what her mother would think, and 
for the judgments of what her mother felt to be right or wrong. 
A girl when tempted may feel the desirability of yielding to 
the pleadings and pa ssionate requests of a boy friend. She may 
have the same physical yearning to do as he asks, but will not 
let herself be governed by her desires, but by the princi~les 
whi'ch her mother has builded up in her life. If parents could 
and would project themselves back into the days of premarriage, 
and see the attraction of sexual desires, and then try to 
intelligently prepare their children for the time when they will 
meet this, they would have far better success and more happy 
chil dren, than by condemning them after they have gone wrong. 
And yet, when the conditions of our young people are discussed, 
and some of the causes for the delinquency and criminality among 
them is sought, it is invariably found that the underlying con-
dition centers in the home, or the lack of it. 
Mrs. Lucy J. Franklin, Dean of Women at Boston University, 
in speaking before the Boston Y.W.C.A. on February 7, 1926, 
referred to an investigation conducted by her, in which she 
sent out questionnaries to the women students of 461 colleges 
and universities. one of the questions asked was -why do you 
smoke?", and she said that a large majority of the replies 
contained the answer, "Because my mother does". 
Judge John F. Mcintyre, of the Court of General Sessions of 
New York City, in an interview, as reported in the Good House-
keeping Magazinel, says, in reference to the crime situation: 
"MY experience in this court leads me to believe 
that most of the serious cr~es in our country today 
are being carried on by young people between the agee 
of sixteen and twenty-three." 
1August, 1926. pp.l?0-177. 
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•In 1925, 9989 men and women, 80 per cent of 
them under twenty, had been tried here; 5241 in Special 
Sessions for the lesser crimes, 4?48 in General Sessions 
for felonies Between sixty and seventy per cent were 
convicted, and about fifty per cent sent to jail.• 
Is that condition not, in itself, startling when it reveals so 
much of the home conditions? 
When asked to what he attributed the present condition of 
society, he gave the sev n following reasons, stating, as he 
did so, that he gave them in order of their importance. Not 
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only the list itself, but the priority, is extremely significant 
when it is remembered that it is a criminal judge who is speaking. 
1. Lack of religious training in childhood. 
2. Absence of parental authority and discipline. 
3. Failure to instill ideals of modesty and chastity in 
female children. 
4. The production, by dissipated parents, of parantoiac 
children. 
5. Unsupervised amusements, including especially •joy 
riding•, cheap movies, and indecent modern dances. 
6. Lack of proper recreational facilities in most neigh-
borhoods. 
?. Unwillingness of young people today to work hard, and 
indulgence of this laziness by foolish parents.l 
In speaking of the second cause on the list, •lack of 
home discipline•, Judge Mcintyre said; 
I 
•Modern parents are spinelessJ They have cast 
authority to the winds. If a child is not taught to 
obey the law of the home, he is aLmost certain to 
become a lawbreaker out in the world. Boys and 
girls nowadays seem to have no sense of duty toward 
any group, - home, employer, social friends, or 
society at large. A young girl should be the embodiment 
of purity". 
Yet what is seen on all our city streets? 
Girls from respectable homes, going about painted, half 
clad, wearing clothing so diaphanous that when they pass before 
1
"The Stampede of Youth•, Good Housekeeping, Aug.l926, p.l70 ff. 
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an automobile light or between an observer and the sun, their 
entire body may be easily seen. And then some people are so 
foolish as to say that the dress of girls and women have nothing 
to do with the thoughts and actions of men and boys. They 
follow as certainly as night follows day. But who is to blame 
for all of this? Judge Mcintyre unhesitatingly l~s it at the 
door of the home, and places much of the blame on the bobbed hair, 
bare kneed, hip flask carrying, cigarette smoking mother. If 
parents openl~ flout the law and boast of it, they need expect 
only one thing, children who will do likewise. 
Rev. J. M. Murphy, Chaplain of the Massachusetts State 
Prison, says,l 
ftAn experience of nearly fifteen years as a prison 
chaplain, leads me to believe that the principal and 
most prolific cause of crime today in this country, is 
the deplorable lack of proper home training and 
religious instruction. The destruction of the home is 
a most generous contributor to the ranks of rascality, 
and the wreckage of home life is being daily multiplied 
in our divorce courts. When judges of our juvenile 
courts tell us that 75% of the delinquents appearing 
before them are recruited from badly damaged homes, 
wherein there has been divorce, a legal separation 
or desertion, it is high time to ask ourselves ~ither 
are we drifting'. 
How can we hope for a virile, patriotic, God-
fearing and God-serving manhood and a virtuous womanhood, 
while there is an ever increasing disrespect, if not 
utter contempt, for lawfully constituted authority; 
while the sacredness of the family tie is lessened by 
legal procedure; while 50,000,000 people, according to 
the last government census, are without membership in 
any church, including 20,000,000 children growing into 
young manhood andwomanhood without any systematic 
training in religion and morality?• 
Parents of the present, or many of them, are too busy 
seeking the pleasures and material comforts of life to give 
lncrime, . Its Cause and Cure,•welfare Magazine- May, 1926. 
proper concern to the moral training of their children. 
Children need training in character development more than 
they need anything else. Moral education seems, in this busy 
age, to be left almost entirely to chance, and morals are the 
most important and most vital part of real education. Moral 
training is paramount to intellectual culture, and the latter 
must always be subservient to the former. 
It has been wisely said that "the educating of a youth to 
behave well in society is of still greater importance than 
making him a Solomon in knowledge•. Time and again it has been 
said that when knowledge became more general, the vices and 
excesses, which wreck individual lives and destroy the social 
structure, would cease to exist. Reason has been exalted, the 
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intellect glorified, and both have been substituted for religion 
and spirituality, with direful consequences both to the indi-
vidual and to the community. 
Ron. Ethel MacLachlan , Judge of the Juvenile Court in 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, says, concerning the causes for 
juvenile delinquency: 
•The chief reasons for children bein~ delinquent 
are bad home training (delinquent parents), bad up-
bringing and environment, bad heredity, bad example 
of the parents and adults, and failure on the part of 
the parents to teach their children honesty, self-
denial, self-control, and to do without instead of 
wanting everything in sight".l 
The indictment is not against all homes, but where the 
delinquent appears in court, the wise judge or investigator first 
looks into the home conditions. And it is a safe assertion to 
l"The Stampede of Youth• - Good Housekeeping, Aug. 1926. p.l76 . 
make that delinquency and criminality will decrease in direct 
ratio to the increase of the importance and authority of the 
home. 
Is it not surprising that natiye born children of native 
born parents should form so large a percentage of the total 
delinquency in our large cities? It seems right to assert 
that we are not yet ready to turn over the entire training of 
our children to governesses, or the public schools. Neither 
is the chastening rod out of date, though it is out of use in 
so many places. Moral persuasion is all right when it works, 
but the boy and girl must learn, in some way, that violation 
of law in life is always punished. The moral law cannot be 
violated without punishment following in same form or other. 
Frequently corporal punishment will effect more, in two 
minutes, than will a good lecture or homily in two weeks, and 
be more permanent in its effects. It is true that there are 
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children who are so finely organized, so temperamentally ad-
justed that their entire life would be distorted by the too 
abundant, or even occasional, use of the rod as a means of 
punishment. Those who are naturally sweet, even tempered, and 
easily influenced, might well never know the feel of a whipping. 
But it cannot be made a rule to cover all cases and all types o£ 
individuals, for individuals are not alike . What might be an 
exceedingly fine and disciplinary procedure for red-headed 
Bobbie, might not be nearly so salubrious for blue-eyed, mild-
mannered Mary. 
And a great deal of the punishment or correction will 
depend, for its effectiveness, on the manner in which it 
is given. Children cannot be punished in a fit of anger 
on the part of the parent or teacher. Neither is it wise to 
have the mother in the home assign all of the correction to 
the father. When a child learns to look for his father's 
return in the evening with fear of punishment, then that 
parent's usefulness and influence is nihl. Correction must 
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be correction, and not retaliation. When a child is wilfully 
disobedient, it is the time to teach that child the meaning 
of disobedience. The failure to do this in the home is, 
beyond a doubt, the cause of the great amount of juvenile 
delinquency and the present crime wave. It is so recognized 
by one of the foremost authorities in the country on the 
matter of juvenile delinquents1 to such an extent,that in the 
city of Denver, a child who has been found delinquent is 
placed on probation in his home, if that is a suitable place 
for him, and the parent is made responsible for him; if the 
child becomes a truant again, the parent or parents are arrested. 
This is a decided forward step in the treatment of juvenile 
delinquents, and will be treated more fully in a later chapter. 
A great contributory cause for the lack of authority in 
the home is the fact that the father either does not, or says 
he does not, have time to play with his children. The fact 
is that the parent is not willing to take the time from the 
evening paper or lodge to spend in the company of the child, 
lBen Lindsey, Court of Domestic Relations, Denver, Colorado. 
and so the child receives his companionship and advice 
from other people, or children, and the father, who might 
mould the boy into his own image and at his own will, loses 
the chance and allows the opportunity to slip past, and it 
is gone, never to return. And in a few years the parent 
bewails the fact that "I can't do a thing with Johnny". or 
"Mary will not listen to a word I say•. It is not in the 
least surprising , and no one is to blame except the parent. 
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The time to get a real grip on the child is during the 
early years of habit formation. If the parent has the child 
form the habit of telling him all of the things that interest 
its life in those early years, the habit will cling to it 
throughout life. If, on the other hand, the parent does not 
have time or patience to listen to their childish problems 
and the incidents which, though trivial to the parent, are 
exceedingly important to the child, then the child will not 
bring to that parent any of the other things that concern his 
life. 
Misunderstanding or differences between parents; parents• 
preference for one child above another, which lead Reuben, 
Daniel and Jacob to think that their father prefers Joseph to 
them; criticism which is continual and unjust; nagging and 
scolding, are some of the causes found in our American homes, 
which cause boys and girls to break the restraints of home and 
go out •on their own•. In so doing they come into conflict 
with the regulations of society; for correction, without love 
or explanation, is a step toward the making of a juvenile 
delinquent. Children sorely need parents in this modern 
day who can and will understand their problems, temptations 
and falls, and who will, in their correction, explain and 
lovingly advise, a better way. 
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A study of 10,000 children who, in a period of eight 
years,passed through the Juvenile Court in Philadelphia, shows 
that the presence of these children in court was due, in large 
proportion, to an unwholesome home life. Nine-tenths of the 
ten thousand children were normal, which would tend to refute 
the common idea that our juvenile offenders and criminals are 
abnormal. It also emphasizes the fact which needs to be kept 
in mind constantly, that there are causes outside of the child's 
own personality which lead him into conflict with established 
authority. 
More than one half of these children were American born, 
showing that our criminals are NOT recruited entirely from the 
foreign born. The division is about equal between Protestants 
and Catholics, showing the problem to be an American problem. 
More than one half were arrested for stealing, which would 
indicate that honesty is not an inherent virtue, but needs to 
be taught and cultivated. The next causes were self-control, 
ungovernable temper; cigarette and liquor habit. Parents 
~ lone are responsible for the cultivation of self-control in 
, 
the lives of their children, and outsiders have a secondary 
influence. About one half of the children who came before the 
court were addicted to cigarettes, and this is not a natural, 
but acquired habit. 
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II. THE BROKEN HOME. 
One of · the greatest tragedies of our modern civilization, 
and one of the most important single causes of delinquency, is 
the broken home. There is no doubt at all in the minds of 
investigators and legislators that this one cause is doing 
more to fill the juvenile courts than any other one agency. 
Homes are broken up in many ways, of which shall be considered 
death, desertion, and divorce. The last two mentioned are, of 
course, also results, and imply a degenerate or low conception 
on the part of the parent. It shows that there is a fundamen-
tal weakness in the basic idea of marriage and the home. But 
there are many homes broken by death, which is unavoidable. 
During the epidemic of influen~a, there were countless children 
made orphans through the death of their parents. And the 
orphan children who are left without adequate care are often 
brought into the courts on charges of truancy and delinquency • 
. A. DEATH OF ONE OR BOTH PARENTS. 
But the half orphans are far more numerous, and, in a 
certain sense, more to be pitied. When the father dies and 
leaves the mother to battle for the support of her little 
flock and the maintenance of the home, she is frequently 
compelled to go out and work and leave the children home in 
charge of another of the children. This, in itself, is bad 
for all concerned. The children do not get the right kind of 
attention or supervision, and it keeps them from the privilege 
of school and the companionship of the mother. With no one to 
take any directive interest in them they soon become frequenters 
of the streets, and are apt to become petty pilferers. 
The mother gets home only at night, and is undoubtedly tired 
with her day's work, and so cannot give them the attention 
that they should have, nor has she the time, strength, or 
disposition to give them the care in the matter o£ £ood 
preparation that they need, for she must have her rest for 
the next day's work. 
The other alternative open to her is to remarry, which 
she frequently does. But the step-parent cannot, and will 
not, take the place of the one who has gone. They imagine 
that the step-parent is partial, or too cruel, or not careful 
enough of the rights of the other's Children, and if there 
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are other children in the home, through this second union, 
then the step-children are neglected, and frequent the streets 
and questionable places as soon as they are old enough to 
get away from home, and drift into lives of delinquency, 
immorality and crime. 
Changes in the condition of the home must be frankly 
·recognized,for the home of the average city person of twenty-
five years ago is not the home of today. In its place is 
the flat, the apartment, or the congested tenement home. For 
a front yard to play in there is the street, with its moral and 
physical dangers; for places of amusement or entertainment, 
which used to be in our sitting rooms or front porches, we have 
either a darkened vestibule, with its dangers of illicit 
relations between girls and boys, or the public parks, dance 
halls, and movie houses, which are as bad, if not worse. 
The average home today, of the poor in our large cities, 
is little more than a place to eat and sleep. These conditions 
make it increasingly difficult for the parents to care for 
their children and instruct them in the matter of living, and 
assist them in the choosing of their associates. And since 
the homescannot be made the places that we want them to be in 
many of our cities, due to the lack of space, the task before 
us is to make the places where the children congregate safe 
for them to be in. And this means that the •cadet" and the 
street walker must be driven off our streets, and that the 
public parks must have some system of evening supervision. 
It was found, in ivestigating 641 families in the city 
of New York, that 50? mothers were away from home at work 
during the day, due to economic conditions over which they, 
apparently, had no control. The director of the Bureau of 
Attendance of the Department of Education of the city of 
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New York stated, in his first annual report for the year ending 
July 31, 1915, pp . 86-8?, that truancy "is due in children of 
more tender years, to the absence of that parental care and 
supervision which the child receives under normal conditions•. 
The federal government , in its investigation of child 
wage earners, threw light on this problem, as is shown in the 
following statistics:l 
Parental Condition of De~inquent Chi~dren 
Percentage of Percentage of 
Parental Conditions Pelinquent Boys Delinquent Girls 
Working Non-w.To'tal W. N.W. Tot~ 
Normal • •••••••••••••••••••••• 54. 6 61.1 5?. 5 32.2 3?.? 34.2 
Half-orphan •••••••••••••••••• 25.2 23.2 24.3 28.8 26.5 2?.9 
Step-parents ••••••••••••••••• 9.2 7.5 8.5 11.? 1?.2 13.6 
One or both parents living 
away; orphaned, or deserted. 11.00 8.2 9.? 2?.3 18.6 24.3 
Total number of cases 2412 185~ 4264 351 204 555 
lwomen and Child Wage Earners in the United states, vol.VIII, p.5 3 
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From this table it is seen that but little more than one third 
of the girls came from normal homes, and that a very large 
proportion were orphaned or deserted. However, 57.5 per cent 
of the boys came from normal homes, which would show that girls 
are more responsive to normal home conditions than are the boys. 
It does not follow that because many boys and girls enter 
the delinquent class because of the death of one or both 
parents, that this is a necessary consequence. It is not. 
But it is a tendency unless the home has been built not simply 
around a man and a woman, but in addition to having a father 
and mother as the founders, there must be principles, standards, 
and ideals which will assist in the proper functioning of the 
family as a home. 
Another striking instance of the importance of some kind 
of constructive discipline in the home is seen in the high 
rate of juvenile delinquents among the native born children of 
foreign parents. The children are sent to our schools, where 
they learn our language and many of our customs, and mingle 
with the American children. In a short time they become 
aware of the difference between their families and those of 
the American children. They even see that their parents are 
more ignorant than they are themselves, and so they hold tham 
in a sort of contempt. The home loses its power to either 
attract or hold their interest because they want to become 
Americans, and their parents learn to change and adapt them-
selves less raadily than they do. and so they hunt and find 
their amusements on the streets or in other places, and the 
home has lost its influence. 
It is a cause for real concern that the children of our 
immigrants are so contaminated, morally and socially, by the 
very people who should help them and elevate them. Their very 
eagerness to become "Americanized", as they see it about them, 
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is frequently their undoing. The parents bring with them the 
religion of their fathers, and it has, for them, been satisfac-
tory, and the children, in mingling with the American child, soon 
learn that the religious rites and beliefs of his parents are 
not those of the new land where they have come to make their home. 
He learns that no one except his folks do these things, and so 
concludes that since they are so far behind in everything else, 
it must be the same with religion, and so he disca~ds the religion 
of his fathers, and, in its place, accepts nothing, so "the last 
state of that man is worse than the first". Thus with no 
religion to hold them, they soon become social misfits, and are 
soon on the way to moral shipwreck, and among the younger boys 
and girls who are just entering their teens, we find many cases 
of delinquency. 
B. DESERTION. 
When, for any reason, either death, desertion, or divorce, 
a home is broken, its efficiency is lessened, generally speaking, 
to the extent of that parent's personality. If it were not for 
the fact that sometimes homes are better without a drunken, 
immoral father or mother, the problem of the American home would 
be greater than it is. In a certain mining camp in the West, 
there are cases where the father is obliged to have a housekeeper 
on account of the death of the mother. The father is working in 
the mine either all day or all night. He cannot tell what is 
happening in his home. There is the case of Harry B--, ~ho 
has had over twenty housekeepers for his home, to care for his 
two little three and five-year old girls, inside of four years. 
A hired woman frequently has no real interest in the home except 
her wages, so this place is not home to the children. When a 
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child come» in with dirty clothes, or a hurt body, it is not a 
loving mother who is able to sympathize, but a tired woman who 
sees more work for herslf, so instead of sympathy the child gets 
censure, with a resulting loss of faith and a transfer of interest 
from the home to the street. Also the woman may be a well-meaning 
person, but who has no authority,for both the children and father 
resent any correction from a person who is •hired to do the work 
and not scold the children" - when the greatest work in the home 
is the wise training of the child. 
C. DIVORCE. 
One of the greatest menaces to civilization today, and a 
fertile ground for delinquency, is the ever increasing divorce 
problem. All educators, social workers , judges, clergy, and 
newspaper men who have investigated conditions at all, are 
agreed that it is one of the greatest menaces to America today. 
And it is an extremely interesting fact that, due to religious 
grounds , the divorce problem is largely Protestant, yet the 
Roman catholic church is in deadly warfare against it. 
-
Rev. Jones I. Corrigan, S.J., of Boston College, speaking 
a short time ago on the subject "Outstanding Problems of Today", 
said, in essence, that divorce is the most anti-social factor in 
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American life today. It is defrauding the children of America 
of proper home training, and threatening the very existence of 
the family, and therefore the nation. Though it is easy to 
realize that Rev. Corrigan might be interested, due to the fact 
that the center of the Roman Catholic church's power and authority 
is in the home, yet he has neverth~less sensed the dangerous 
condition in which we, as a country, are at present. This is 
better seen in comparison with other countries. 
Even as far back as 1885 this country granted more divorces 
than ALL the rest of Christendom, while a~ late as 1905 it 
granted 68,000 divorces, as against 40,000 for the rest of the 
entire civilized world. 
At the latter date the divorce rate of the United States 
was twice that of SWitzerland (a republic); three times that 
of France (another democracy); five times that of Germany; and 
forty times that of England. And today even the United States 
gives over thirty divorces to England's one. In 1916 Canada 
had only 57 divorcee, while the United States had 112,036. Our 
rate is one divorce to every seven marriages; Canada's, one 
divorce to 161 marriages. This means that Canadian children 
are protected better than those in the United States. 
In the ten years, from 1900-1910, there was a total of 
733,895 divorces granted in this country. And in the second 
ten years of the present century there were 1,149,696, or a 
total, for the twenty years, of the staggering figure of 
1,883,591 divorces, which means homes broken, and, multip1ying 
this by two, there are 3,767,182 marriage vows legally broken, 
and that number of persons affected. 
And that is not all; 1,318,514 minor children were in-
volved, and over 500,000 adult children, making a total of 
over five and one half million persons affected. 
One half century ago divorces destroyed twenty-seven homes 
every day in the year; forty years later 19? homes were destroyed 
every day in the year; but in 1916 300 homes were destroyed every 
day in the year. What is the meaning of all this? If divorce 
continues at its present. rate, then the stability and sanctity of 
the home are ruined. Regardless of the causes of divorce, and 
they range all the way from poor cooks to murder and imprisonment, 
the very fact of such a wholesale wrecking of potentially happy 
homes is startlingly significant in view of the fact that it is 
so closely allied with the great problem of delinquency. 
Among girls the charge most frequently brought against them 
for cases of delinquency, is the violation of the moral code. 
Is it any wonder, when the laws of our country are openly 
propagating such a cancerous growth as divorce? Many boys and 
girls get their standards and ideals from what they see adults 
do, and when marriage is presented to them, simply as a con-
venience or temporary arrangement, then their ideas of the 
sacredness of the marriage relation is warped, and they are 
in our courts of domestic relations for delinquency. 
III. MONETARY FACTORS. 
No discussion of juvenile delinquency, · as it is connected 
with modern home conditions, would be adequate if it did not 
consider the monetary factors involved. These are numerous and 
involved. Take the case of the newsboys and errandboys, who 
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form the largest per cent of delinquents among our working boys. 
These boys, or many of them, work out of necessity, to bring 
more money into the family. But through their work, they are 
brought into contact with conditions and people that do not 
help make a satisfactory character. Also the money that they 
earn permits them to enter into the forms of life or diversion 
suggested by these low ideals. 
On the other hand are the boys who do it to get extra 
spending money after school hours: but, realizing that if they 
were on the street all afternoon or all day rather than in 
school, they could make more money, they omit school and soon 
join the crowd of child wage earners who rapidly become juvenile 
delinquents. This class of boy also forms the largest per cent 
of the young street gangster, who frequently are apprehended for 
felonies and petty thieving, partly for the adventure and partly 
for the money derived. 
Many boys and girls who cannot get enough money from their 
ho~a to permit them to have the good clothes and good times they 
think are essential, will sho_lift, pick pockets, or even 
actually rob. Girls of the teen age who are working in stores 
and factories where there is a certain standard to be lived up to, 
will supplement their earnings in any way possib~e, regardless 
of its ethics. For this reason we find the young bootlegger and 
the girl prostitute. They accept money for anything to keep up 
with the crowd. The desire for money thrusts boys and girls into 
industry in the very dangerous period of their lives, that period 
of character formation. 
But by no means are the delinquents confined to the working 
class homes. Perhaps as great a number, or at least very many, 
boys are spoiled the other way, by over-indulgent parents who 
69 
give them all the money they want, or more than they need, and 
with money we have the same vicious results. The old refrain of 
"wine, women , and song" has been changed into what is more really 
true, ~ine, women , and wrong•. It is a safe assertion that boys 
and girls need to be educated as to the meaning of money in regard 
to the life of today. They must be made to see that money is not 
the summum bonum as far as life is concerned. It is the false 
ideals, the warped, twisted views of life held by our young 
people today, that causes the great problem of delinquency. 
IV. RELIGIOUS STATUS. 
But after all other discussion has taken place, after the 
opinions have all been registered, the great outstanding fact at 
the bottom of the entire problem of juvenile delinquency, as it 
is at the bottom of every other problem, is the religious side. 
If you would know the true condition of the American home 
you must first or last ascertain its religious status. 
There are so many aspects to this phase of the problem, that 
it would be impossible to treat it fully in this connection, but 
two of its aspects do need mentioning, the kind o~ religion, and 
the lack of it. 
It is often true that where the husband is of one faith, 
(Catholic), and the wife of another, (Protestant), the children 
are apt to be neither. Every home should be founded and grounded 
upon an accepted religion. Then when the parents are unable to 
•square" their beliefs with life, if their faith will not meet the 
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demands of life, then the children will have none of it. Rabbi 
Wise, the eminent Jewish leader, is responsible for the statement 
th~t the younger generation of Jews are non-religious. They will 
not have the old belief of their fathers, and will not go to the 
newer belief of the modern group, and so they form the largest 
percentage of atheists and infidels that we have in the United 
States today. But the alarming condition, as seen by the keenest 
observers all over the country, is where there is no moral or 
religious training in the home at all. 
Referring again to the article •The Stampede of Youth"1 , 
it is highly illuminating to see that the care for religious 
training in the home comes, not from pastors and educators, but 
from judges in our criminal courts, who have opportunity to study 
the problem at close range. In order to get the exact opinion 
of these judges, quotation is made from several in different 
parts of the country. 
Judge John F. Mcintyre2, referring to the list given by 
him on page 54 was asked: "Do you regard the lack of religious 
training in childhood as the chief cause of delinquency among 
our youth today?" And his emphatic reply was: "I wish I could 
find words with which to stress fully its immense importancel 
As a cause it so far out-distances all others I have named, that 
it stands alone. If I could give only one piece of advice to 
anxious parents all over the country, I would urge: 'It makes no 
difference what your faith may be - Buddhist, Catholic, Jewish, 
1Good House Keeping, August, 1926. p . 170 ff. 
2court of General Sessions, New York City. 
Protestant, Mohammedan, instill in your children in their 
infancy the moral principles of that religion. Encourage 
obedience to them during childhood. And send your boy or girl 
out into the world equipped with a definite set of religious 
standards. Such a boy or girl almost never finds his or her 
?1 
way into the criminal courtl RA11 court officials with whom I 
have ever discussed this subject", concluded Judge Mcintyre, 
"have agreed that that is the one great safeguard which can, and 
must, be thrown around our young peoplel" 
Ron. Edward F. Waite:l "As to the causes of this {~rime 
wave" among our youth), I have thought not a little. I should 
mention two outstanding causes: first and most fundamental, the 
breakdown of religious training in the home. Character can have 
no firm and lasting basis, for the great majority of people, 
other than religious faith, and religious faith comes rarely into 
any life save through early religious training1" 
Ron. Marcus Kavanagh: 2 "Statistics from all over the 
country show that adolescent offenders come from bDoken homes. 
By that I mean not only homes where one or both parents are dead, 
or in the same way missing, but also homes where the parents 
have lost control over their children •••••••• But the greatest 
and most vital lesson of all is to make the children know and 
feel the reign of God and their nearness to Him. The fathers 
fail mostly in their part here •••••• How many fathers stop to show 
their children the necessity for reliance on God and His power 
lJudge of the District court of Minneapolis. 
2superior Court of Cook County. 
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over themJ We would have few criminals in the country if the 
fathers of families would, every week or so, have a little ~eart 
to heart talk with their children about God and His infinite 
care for them. " 
If this testimony had come from some great reacher, it 
could not have more weight than it has in coming from such an 
authority as Judge Kavanagh. And . i~ •every week or so" would do 
what he thinks it would , what a miracle would be wrought if this 
happened dailyJ 
Hon . Ethel :MacLachlanl: "Misspent or idle Sundays also 
contribute to juvenile delinquency. Dozens of children (brought 
into her court), when asked to what church they go, make the 
reply that they never were in a church or Sunday school in their 
lives. The child who is allowed to grow up with an absolute 
disregard of the Sabbath is being deprived of something essential 
to both his childhood and manhood. I am stressing this point 
because of the large number of offenses which take place on 
Sunday." 
Hon. Harry G. Gram2: "Among the children who are brought 
into court for various offenses, I find one outstanding and 
almost invariable lack. These children have had practically no 
moral and religious training. And often, I discover, their 
parents are indifferent to such influences in their own lives 
and environment." 
These opinions are not only arresting, but absolutely 
alarming when they are corroborated by such figures as presented 
by Dean Athearn of Boston University, School of Religious 
1Judge of the Juvenile Court, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
2Judge of the Juvenile Court, Springfield, Ohio. 
Education and Social Service, when he says~: ~There are, in the 
United States 53,lg?,850 children and youth under twenty-five 
years of age. Of this number 36,8?8,950 receive no religious 
instruction from any agency, either Catholic, Protestant or 
JewishJ" Or, looking at it from a different viewpoint, there 
are "nineteen out of every twenty Jewish children under twenty-
five years of age not enrolled in any Jewish religious school, 
{95.2 per cent of the total) . Three out of every four (?8.4 
per cent) Catholic children and youth under twenty-five years 
receive no formal religious instruction. Two out of every three 
{66 . 5 per cent) Protestant children and youth of the same age 
group receive no formal religious instruction. Or, in the 
country as a whole, there are seven out of every ten children 
and youth under twenty-five years of age not being touched, in 
any way whatsoever, by the religious instruction of the church. 
Is it, then, any wonder that there is such a great problem 
as juvenile delinquency? And the blame cannot be laid im-
partially at the door of the church. It is an admitted fact 
that the church has not lived up to its opportunities. But 
then what constitutes the church? That is the question. No, 
it is the home that has failed. Of the vast army of children 
?3 
and youth mentioned above, millions of them could receive some 
religious training and instruction if their homes were interested 
enough to see that they went to the church. In practically every 
community where there is a church, of any kind, will be found 
those who never attend. Is it because there is no church? NO: 
lcharacter Building in a Democracy. 
it is because there is no home influence nor authority which 
will compel the child to receive religious instruction. 
Therefore it is perfectly evident that one of the great 
underlying causes of juvenile delinquency is the lack of 
religious training in the home, and the provision, by the home, 
of standards and ideals to help the child liYe its life outside 
the home. 
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CHAPTER IV 
CONDITIONS OUTSIDE OF THE HOME . 
CHAPTER IV. 
CONDITIONS OUTSIDE THE HOME. 
Considering the woeful lack of training received in the 
home by many of the youth today, it is small wonder that the 
adverse conditions found outside the home should take such a 
great toll of human life. Whether or not it is true that the 
home is responsible for the conditions to be found in the 
community, it is time that the home is largely responsible for 
the way the child reacts to these conditions. The children 
from good , well-managed homes meet exactly the same situations, 
temptations and dangers that other children meet , but the 
result is as different as day is from night. The old idea 
that environment makes the individual is entirely fallacious. 
It will assist in his progress or in his downfall, but the aim 
of life should be for the individual to be the master of his own 
environment. Two boys or two girls leave home in the morning 
and meet the same experiences. But it is the dividing of the 
way for one of them, while for the other it is an incident. What 
is the reason? One has been taught to evaluate things and hold 
fast to that which is good, while the other has an "obey that 
impulse" philosophy, and so passes on down the long road to 
destruction. The way a boy or girl acts outside of the home, 
the manner in which they appraise people and conditions, is 
generally a good indication of the way they have been taught 
in the home. 
In considering the conditions outside the home that assist 
in the production of delinquency, five different agencies will be 
considered. These are not all of them, but they seem to be the 
(76) 
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most contributory. They are not taken up in the order of their 
importance, for statistics are not available to show which is 
the most destructive, but they will be taken up rather in a 
consecutive order, and even this is not entirely satisfactory. 
I. BAD LITERATURE. 
In a world so filled with literature of every kind, where 
any desire of the soul can be gratified by reading, where shall 
be found the necessary material which will be both interesting 
and safe for youth to read? 
Much of the magazines, novels and best sellers, simply reek 
with sex allusions or escapades. Morality, virtue and chastity 
are laughed at by the group of present-day writers who are 
forming the ideals and standards of the present generation. If 
the stories, with their daring illustrations, which now almost 
universally appear in our novels and rnagazines, had been pre-
sented for publication twenty-five years ago, they would never 
have been printed. Is it, as many assert, that we are progressing 
and so view these things differently, or is it because society 
is slowly degrading and prostituting the mind and soul so that 
there is a craving for this rotten,immoral stuff to fan the 
fires of lustful desire? 
Many of the modern stories have, as a basis, the mockery 
of marriage. It is a common experience now to find a story 
centered around a home wherein the husband or wife is unfaithful, 
and seeks a way out to be with the •soul mate•, then divorce or 
desertion. Is it any wonder that the greatest percentage of our 
divorces are as a result of adultery? 
One needs only to pick up a magazine today and scan the 
titles, to be aware of the fact that the authors are simply 
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feeding the youth of our country with passion aw~cening, character-
destroying material. 
Take, for example, one of the more flagrant abusers -
True Story. The list of stories include such as "In search of 
Love"; 11A Gamble in Love"; •Things W&ves Tell•; •Flame of Love•; 
•souls for Money•; •she Couldn't Tell"; "The Spell He ove•; 
"What Some Men no•; •sins of Justice•, and others. Simply the 
titles will cause girls, especially, to eagerly await each 
issue of this magazine to feed their imagination on more of the 
forbidden fruit. 
Another which appeals more perhaps to the boys, is the 
-western Story•; "Frontier Life•, etc. Herein are portrayed 
such fantastic pictures of what the West is supposed to be, that 
an honest, or even renegade, Westerner would blush for very shame. 
And yet they give to boys their ideals of manhood and achieve-
ment. 
or the novel "Fernande" by W. B. Maxwell, which is the 
story of a woman with . many loves, all of which seems to meet 
the author's a 9proval. She married to escape her mother, 
later left her husband and lived with a newspaper man . Finally 
a fine, clean boy crossed her path to whom she is attracted. 
He becomes violently in love with her, which however , passes 
when he •truly• loves the beautiful daughter of his employer. 
Eric, the boy, goes to Fernande to bid her boodbye, and receives 
her congratulations on his coming marriage. But at the last 
moment she passionately tells him that she loves him, and im-
plores him to take her away. He yields and they rush away to 
France . They stay here a year, where Fernand is reckless in 
living. Eric had resigned his position , forfeited the respect 
of his employer, and the daughter Ruth is left out of the 
reckoning. But one night he comes home to find Fernande has 
fled back to Cyril, one of her former loves, and they are 
leaving for South America. Cyril, by the way, has forged 
Eric's name for large sums of money. Eric hastens to the boat 
and there finds Mr. Cornish, Eric's former employer, his 
daughter Ruth, Cyril and Fernande. It seems, in the perverted 
mind of the author, a perfectly natural thing for Mr. Cornia~ 
to ask Eric to shake hands, be friends again and return to his 
old position. Then here is Ruth still waiting for him, though 
~ 
she was discarded for a libertine and prostitute . So Eric 
q 
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promptly takes Ruth in his arms and makes this perfectly asinine 
remark, "Oh Ruth, how fine Fernande is". And Ruth very gravely 
answers, "It•s an odd thing to say, but I think she is a good 
woman". 
Of all the impossible situations imaginable, this is in 
the forefront. If Fernanda is any sane person's idea of a 
good women, then the wor1d is upside down in matters of 
morality. But that is the impression in the mind of the author. 
One is almost tempted to ask if the author is accustomed to 
have such women as his ideals as well as her heroines. And this 
is only a sample. The challenging dress of the jazzy flapper 
and so-called decent girl; the craze for queer and freakish 
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dances; the frank, open vulgarity of the popular songs; the 
stage; the movie; all simply wallow in perverted sex ideas, and 
much of it is derived from the diseased brains of paranoiac 
novelists, or so it seems. 
It is this which makes it so difficult to interest boys and 
girls in truly worth while reading. They want something that 
has a Wkickw in it tq whip up their jaded appetites and frazzled 
nerves, and it is ·this type that is providing us with the raw 
material for our juvenile delinquents. 
II. GAMBLING PLACE. 
Not much space will be given to the consideration of this 
phase of our society today in connection with our subject, for 
mostly, it forms the result,rather than the cause, of the 
delinquency with perhaps a few exceptions. 
One of these is the pool and billiard rooms that are 
operated for profit, and not those in homes or Y.M.C.A~. But 
in the public place, practically without exception, there is a 
place to play cards for money, or some other gambling service. 
But the chief indictment against them is the kind of company to 
be found in most of them. It is generally a hang-out for the 
loafer and the cheap promoter. · Here also, will be found the 
access to the 8 speak easy" and the bootlegger. Boys who 
habitually frequent these places are almost certain to come into 
conflict with the established authorities, for here is expounded 
a philosophy of life which generally is anarchistic, and a boy 
who deriYes his ideals from this type of place is already on the 
road to delinquency and criminality, for many men use the boys 
to be their decoys, and thus they get inducted into this kind 
of unwholesome life. 
III. AUTOMOBILES. 
In a report, from New York City, issued through the 
Associated Press under date of June 13, 1926, entitled •unwed 
Mothers Blame Autoists", Col. Margaret Bevill, territorial 
director for the Salvation Army Social Service said, that 
~42% of the patients cared for at the fifteen maternity homes 
were school girls of high or elementary grades, averaging 
sixteen years of age. To have an average of sixteen years 
means that we must have an astounding number of girls who are 
becoming mothers between eleven and fourteen years•. In an 
•exact survey" just concluded, Col. Bevill said, "the majority 
of girls in the fifteen institutions attributed their diffi-
culties to automobile flirtations,"And many of these, it is 
safe to say, followed attendance on a dance . Of 39? girls 
now in these homes, 169 were declared to be of school age. 
Twenty years ago, according to this authority, their 
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rescue homes were filled with women of mature age who deliberately 
chose this course. But this is not the case today. Though 
the old "Red Light District" has officially been eradicated, 
and the •soliciting• on the streets is almost eliminated, still 
•in spite of these reforms the Salvation Army, in this one 
territory, has twice the number of maternity homes that it 
operated in those lurid days, and they are all filled to 
capacity, - by whom? By girls of school age , many of whom 
have been obliged to leave their desks to go direct to our 
institutions for the ordeal of motherhood. 
The cities covered in the survey, and the percentage of 
girls whose age averages sixteen in the Salvation Army 
maternity homes of each of these cities follows: Boston, 13%; 
New York City and Louisville, 20%; Birmingham, 25%; Wi~ington, 
J 
35%; Buffalo, 40%; Pittsburg, 50%; Jersey City, 60%; Cleveland, 
white , 20% - colored, 60%; Cincinnati, 70%; Philadel hia, 75%. 
These figures are especially significant concerning the 
situation in Philadelphia, in view of the recent experience of 
82 
Brigadier General Smedley D. Butler, of the U.S.¥.C. as re~orted 
in a series of articles in "Colliers" by w.m. G. Shepherd. In 
one of these articles1 , Mr . Shepherd reports General Butler 
on the matter of "speak easies", and says: "In September, 1924, 
during his first year, Butler made 440 "speak easy• arrests; 
there were 84 convictions; in the same month in 1925, out of 
1081 arrests there •ere two convictions. Nearly all of the 
thirty magistrates almost invariably dismiss arrested pro-
prietors of "speak easies•. Out of 6080 arrests in "Speak 
easies" in 1925, there had been, up to the end of August, 
only 212 convictions in court•. 
Butler said they arrested one flagrant violater three 
times in six hours, but the magistrate set him free each t~e. 
Throughout his two-year stay in Philadelphia as Director of 
public Safety, Butler discovered that the politicians were 
simply running the city. They had the entire police force in 
their power, so that vice and crime went practially unmolested. 
Butler says further in this interview: "I discovered that 
1colliers, Dec. 5, 1925. 
policemen were in the habit of taking about $10 a week from 
each house of prostitution to allow it to run. For that 
$1.43 a day a policeman would permit a woman to scatter the 
poison of disease. 
As soon as we had closed up the so-called high-toned 
houses of prostitution which were visited by the higher class 
of men, I realized that in the houses of the lower order we 
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had nothing but disease feeders. All of the women in these 
houses that were taken to the moral court were diseased; there 
was no exception. Most of them came from the coal mining towns 
of Pennsylvania. They had been careless about their morals in 
their home towns, and when they had finally faced disgrace among 
their neighbors, they had come to Philadelphia." 
Is it, then, any wonder that a city with such a municipal 
government, controlled by such individuals, should lead the 
other cities in its number of "Unwed Mothers"? 
No one will question the great blessing and economic 
advantages that have come with the automobile, and few would 
desire to go back to the preauto days, but all thinking persons 
will decry the baneful influence that the automobile has had 
in impressionable.plastic youth. It has set new standards. 
Many girls will not think of "keeping company• with the boy 
friend unless he bas a car. This has led many parents in-
dulging their child's desire for a car even when the family 
budget would not permit it. 
The auto has furnished the means of rapid trans ortation 
to and from scenes of crime, and has been the direct cause 
of crime, aside from that which has been mentioned above . 
Today one of the greatest number of things stolen is the 
automobile. And, contrary to popular expectation, it is not 
directly traceable to the aftermath of the war. This is seen 
by the age of the automobile thieves. The boys who make up 
the greatest numbers of auto thieves and youthful bandits were 
in knee pants eight years ago. 
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In 1923 the average age for the automobile thief was nine-
teen years, with 85 per cent under twenty-one years, and 51 
per cent under 18. What kind of morals, training, or ideals 
are being fostered in our homes ahd schools, when over one half 
of the au~omobile thieves are boys of high school age, and when 
the inmates of the maternity homes are girls of high school 
age, with an all too liberal number of grade school age? 
Is it not a justifiable assertion, even emphatically so, 
that the automobile is, today, a great menace to the happiness 
ru1d true welfare of our homes. 
Only a short time ago boys and girls walked to school, but 
go today to nearly any high school where there are parking 
facilities, and count the number of cars outside. The child's 
whole mental attitude is apt to be colored by this machine age 
in which he is living. 
All of these agencies are so wound together, so linked up 
as cause and effect, that it is difficult to distinguish one 
from the other. Youth get their ideas, and many of their 
ideals, from the theater and popular fiction, and then carry 
them out via the automobile and road house. All girls should 
be cautioned against accepting rides from strange young men, 
for therein has many a girl been drawn into a life of shame 
and disgrace. 
IV. THEATRES. 
In considering the subject of theatres, attention will be 
given largely to the moving picture theatre. This is not be-
cause the stage is above reproach, or does not contribute any 
influence in the production of the criminal and delinquent, but 
because what is seen on the stage is seen, to a greater and more 
dangerous degree, on the screen. On the stage the characters 
speak their parts, while on the screen every observer interprets 
what he sees to suit himself, and usually this is aided by 
captions which are merely suggestive. Another reason is that 
the movies are more universally patronized by youth, and so 
have a greater effect on them. 
The motion picture industry is one of the largest business 
concerns in the United States, and permanently employs 350,000 
persons in all its branches as ushers, ticket sellers, janitors , 
etc., and this does not include the 40,000 principals and 
extra players who assist in the making . The average weekly 
attendance is estimated at 50,000,000, and the annual admission 
reaches the staggering total of $500 ,000,000. There .are 16,000 
or more theatres throughout the country, impressing the minds 
of youth with false and low ideals. And not only that, but in 
many of these places only the lowest grade picture is shown, 
calculated to arouse the sexual desire of the patrons, and in 
nearly all of our large cities there are these theatres that 
act as a lure and decoy for houses of prostitution that are in 
connection with them. 
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The continual showine of incidents of maladjusted family 
life gives school children a base and incorrect view of 
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married life, and creates the idea that marriage is a huge joke, 
and that the family is a big mistake where a low standard of 
morality is legally possible . The taste of youth is so per-
verted along this line today, that an educational or scenic 
film is too tame and not wanted. This state of affairs is the 
result of years of clever manipulating and subtly arousing the 
public appetite. What the public craves is the risque, spicy, 
the so-called sex picture which feeds their imagination and 
permits them to see respectably what they hardly dare to experi-
ence. 
These pictures are often made the drawing card for other 
coarser forms of amusement. This is especially true of the 
vaudeville houses. Go to the Howard, or Loew's Orpheum in 
Boston, or any city, and see what is emphasized. Half nude women 
in suggestive poses and dances, all seemingly to arouse the 
lustful passion of youth. At the Colorado theatre in Denver, 
the women dancers have only a bodice to cover them; neither 
shoes nor stockings, and yet this is permitted, and the staid 
theatre-goers can see no harm in it. But it produces its crop 
of harmful influences on the minds of youth, and so on the 
future of our civilization. 
Ellis Paxson Oberholtzer, for six years a member of the 
Pennsylvania State Board of Censors, says, concerning the menace 
of the movies: 
wsex is the one potentially dominant idea in the 
minds of the men who are supplying the public taste 
with nasty, photographic stories. The capitalist 
who is financing the picture producing company, the 
officers whom he hires to make money for him, and the 
directors in the studios, expend much of thar time 
and energy in trying to devise that which will show 
the male and female in some unusual and new relation-
ship. The public, sated by much looking at films, 
night after night, must be aroused from the apathy 
which comes from long ago having seen, all that is proper 
to be shown, and we have been plunged into an abysmal 
morass of fornication, adultery , pandering and 
prostitution. The seduction of our mill girls, young 
girls from the school , and country by employers or 
professio~al men, women consorting with men outside of 
marriage, men living with mistresses away from their 
own homes, are all thrown into the eyes of young and 
old in our foremost movie houses .•l 
But it is not for the moral uplift that they are shown, 
but because they appeal to the lowest instincts of humanity 
and fatten with gold the producer's purse . 
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One is compelled today to ask the old question, of What's 
in a Name''? for many of our best pictures are given most 
alluring titles, and these titles are generally misleading,and 
used solely to get people to see the show. Not long ago a 
discussion was carried on in the papers , for propaganda 
publicity, as to whether the picture •The Naked Truth• could be 
shown. After much discussion and investigation, it was 
decided it ~ould be •run•, but to •Men Only• and -women Only•. 
Result - packed house at every showing . 
A few other titles chosen at random from the advertisements 
of the press exemplify this - "A Soul for Sale"; "Why Women Sin•; 
"The Scarlet Road•; "Sins of the Mother•; •At the Mercy of Men•; 
"The Married Virgin", etc. As frequently happens, the film is 
lThe Morals of the Movies . 
based on some popular novel, play or opera, but the name of 
the book, play or opera is not enticing enough - it must be 
. 
changed, so from "La Groconda", comes the film "The Devil's 
Daughter"; "La Tosca" becomes "The Song of Hate•; Tennyson's 
"Maude" is rechristened •Naked Hearts•; "Tge Bachelor" by 
Clyde Fitch is "The Virtuous Vamp '', and so on and on. 
And if the title is misleading, so is the scene chosen for 
the outside poster. If there is a suggestive scene in the 
entire play it will be on the poster in the lobby or on the 
billboard, so one can hardly venture on our streets without 
being confronted by pictures of half nude men and women in 
compromising positions or murder scenes. The policeman is 
made to appear as a "dub"; th~ minister a fool or a ninny; 
the home a vestibule to the divorce courts or the brothel. 
And yet it is said that these do not influence youth. Is it 
possible for a boy or girl, just struggling with the first 
elemental passions of awaKening sex consciousness, hardly yet 
realizing or understanding the meaning of it all, to see these 
present-day movies and their false standards and ideals, 
without being affected by them? It is possible, but hardly 
probable . 
It is in this plastic, formative period that ideals are 
made and choices taken, which affect all of life, e..nd w·hat 
shows these are that our boys and girls are permitted to see. 
Hardly a father or mother woulu be guilty of personally con-
ducting their children to a drug addict•s den, or to a boot-
1 egger • s dive; no one who tries to claim decency would in-
s~ruct them by example in the mysteries of eexual intercourse. 
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or illicit love, and yet they send them to these shows where 
they sit with other boys or girls, and see it all and receive 
a perverted idea of one of the most sacred of human relations, 
the marriage relation and the ideal home life. The dime novel 
has been socially outlawed; the Jesse James and Nick Carter 
books have been burned, and are replaced by these indecent 
movies. The film world is not looking for decent shows, but 
only those that will Wpull". This is shown through the results 
of a survey conducted by a committee of educators who are 
interested in the moral and religious training of children. 
lThe films exhibited in a typical city for a given period 
were analyzed, and the results shown below look like a tabula-
tion of the moving pictures of every American city. In the 404 
films shown, the following qualities were noted: 
Negative Elements. 
Marriage intrigue and unfaithfulness ••••• ll7 
Divorce as a remedy for all the ills 
or inconveniences . of ,marriage, or 
as a step to another marriage •••••••••• 38 
Realistic struggle of a girl or woman 
to defend her honor •••••••••••••••••••• ll3 
Social or individual drinking with 
approval • •.•.....•...•.......•.....•.. • 140 
Girls or women smoking with approval ••••• 82 
Innnodest dress ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 172 
Undue personal familiarity between sexes.l92 
Interior of gambling dens or houses of 
i11 fa.m.e • •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••. ~ 24 
Tense nerve racking scenes ••••••••••••••• 223 
Indecent dancing scenes •••••••••••••••••• 97 
times. 
• 
.. 
• 
• 
• 
• 
Negative items frequently observed, but not included 
in the survey: 
Suggestive bedroom scenes, (between a supposed 
man and wife, but really two unrelated people). 
1Athearn, .s., Character Building in a Democ~acy. 
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Crime portrayed in minute detail. 
Human tragedies, such as suicide, presented as 
the solution of human problems. 
The ministry, church, and law held up to ridicule.• 
out of the entire 404 films there were desirable or 
positive elements in 35 of them. The surveyors report the 
following as typical of the reactions observed while fiLms 
were being shown: 
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Thirty or forty boys down in front, while witnessing 
the picture, vigorously applauded when the villain 
and hero, in a struggle with a policeman, struck 
him senseless. On a similar occasion, in addition 
to applauding, the boys yelled "Down the copl Down 
the copl" 
Can there be any doubt in the mind of an impartial obser-
ver that the movies do exert a detrimental influence on ~he 
1 inds of youth. And if their ideals are moulded by the 
conscienceless agent of commerialism through the silver screen, 
can we expect anything but a reproduction in life of wbat 
they have seen on the screen? And then many people wonder why 
there is so much crime and juvenile delinquencyl 
One of the most serious indictments that has been brought 
against tne movies is that presented by Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, 
Chairman of the Social Service Committee of the United Lutheran 
Church, in his article "Motion Pictures and our Idealsnl, 
where he says: 
•Ideals are ·not the ice cream of life, but its 
bread and butter. They are not the fur coat, but the 
one necessary garment in a depleted wardrobe. They 
are those things which make life tolerable, real. 
They must act as a hoist that lifts us out of the 
material mud into which our civilization has dumped 
us, permitting us to get a new start over a fine 
stretch of improved highway, with an objective ahead 
that is worth while•. 
1The Child Welfare Magazine, April, 1926. 
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The ideal is not the thing ahead , but the vehicle that keeps us 
moving in the right direction . 
Of course the indictments brought do not apply to all movies , 
but only those (which form the larger part of the 9rograms today) 
that tend to break down the individual life . He continues: 
"My first indictment of the motion picture, as it 
affects my ideals is that I am conscious of an attempt, 
on the part of the picture , to rob me of my ideals • • ••• 
Again and again , having read a classic and then seeing 
it reproduced (on the screen) •••• I have come home agree-
ing with the quoted statement of Mr . DeMille before the 
Contemporary Club of Philadelphia , 'I admit that 95% of 
the pictures are inferior '"· 
The second indictment which Dr . Pfatte i cher presents , and 
which he says is the most serious , is the one which affects the 
understanding of the juvenile delinquent . 
"The second indictment is that the motion picture 
imparts wrong ideals to my children. There is a vast 
difference between reading a love story and seeing the 
identical reproduction on the s creen (and you seldom see 
it); reading a story which awakens chivalry and devotion 
and a willingness to sacrifice , and seeing a love story 
with its emphasis upon prolonged osculation. nd what is 
true of the perversion of love in the movie is equally 
true of the other phases of our complex life . Heroism 
is confounded with villainy, the sane exag~erations of 
childhood with the insane exaggerations of maturity , 
liberty with license . " 
"My third indictment is that what it is doing to my 
children and me , it is doing to my neighbor and his 
children. It is not simply perverting our thinking , it 
is distorting our vision . It oftentimes advertises things 
that are sordid and unworthy and discounts thinci s that are 
noble and true . " 
Need more be said? Can such agencies be permitted to furnish 
the thoughts for the next generation of leaders in the church, school 
and state? Is not this indictment sufficient to make all parents 
more careful in granting the requests of their children to "g o to 
the movies?'' 
One other aeency contributing to juvenile delinquency is the 
modern dance which is second only, in its influence , to the movies . 
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V. THE DANCE. 
One of the most difficult problems in the field of amuse-
ment, is that of the dance. Sermons have been thundered against 
it; books written against its form and influence, and seemingly 
the worse and more abandoned it becomes, the more popular it 
grows. If all decent and clean-minded girls and women fully 
understood the pitfalls associated with dancing, could hear 
the remarks that boys and men make about the partner whom they 
held in their arms, then there would be fewer girls and boys 
go wrong through this one agency. 
But dancing will always be a dangerous matter when, as 
now, the boy holds his partner in close bodily contact. And 
not only that, but the dresses worn by the girls at most 
dances are such as will permit the greatest freedom of every 
part of their body; no binding clothes, but loose-fitting 
dresses seems to be the rule today at most public dances. 
P ysical contact marks the danger line,and the modern dance is 
mostly that. The danger that rhythm gives to dancing is the 
danger that attends it everywhere; breaking down the barriers 
of personality and leaving the individual open to the multitude 
of burning passion filled temptations. 
Girls permit familiarities in a dance hall that would be 
permitted nowhere else. Clasped in the arms of a total 
stranger they yield themselves to the sensuous seductiveness of 
the modern dance. 
But it is said that it gives grace and beauty of movement. 
When wives of Methodist ministers will take dancing lessons in 
order "to make them more efficient "readers", then there is 
something wrong with the ~reading" profession. And when a 
married woman, who was a constant attendant at dances before 
her marriage , says that the reason she does not go any more 
is because she "knows what it all means", then there is 
decidedly something wrong with the dance . From the health 
and artistic standpoint it is of the least value . Statistics 
show that there are far more healthful exercises than the 
present vogue in dancing , and as for art - well , what is art? 
It is a remarkable and noteworthy fact that the severest 
condemnation of the modern jazz dance comes , not from the 
ministers, but from dancing masters . A series of articles on 
"Jazz" appeared in The Ladies Home Journal1 and contained the 
following opinions of some of the most prominent dancing 
masters: 
F . T. Bott of Dayton, Ohio, says: "The dance 
is a worse evil than the saloon used to be 
because it affects our young people especially. 
Unlike the old saloon, most of the harm done is 
not slow and gradual , but direct and immediate. 
Jazz music makes a purely sensual appeal and 
calls out low and rowdy instincts . " 
A. J. Weber, of Broojlyn, N. Y. believes that if 
"Jazz is not sidetracked , there will soon ba a 
national law in force prohibiting all ~ublic 
dancing." 
J . L. Guyon, of Chicago , Illinois; advocates, not 
a law, but the abolition of it all when he says: 
"Let us abolish the fox trot , one step, toddle, 
shimmy, or any form of dancing or position that 
permits gentlemen to walk directly in front of their 
partners . Dancing has become a greater menace than 
liquor, segregated vice, or the brothels, from 
which much of it sprang." 
Not the least of the evil of the public modern dance is 
!November, 1921 - February, 1922. 
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the fact that one does not know who her partner may be. 
At practically all cabarets and public dance halls are both 
boys and girls who have been diseased by breaking the moral 
law. In any of them you will see girls of every description, 
with skirts above or just below the knee, being guided 
around the floor by young men. many of whom are in search of 
easy victims for their unbridled lusts; often they are acting 
as •an advance man• for some private house of prostitution. 
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And it is a safe assertion to say that girls who frequent these 
places are in grave danger of losing, not only their reputation, 
their higher motives, but their chastity, purity, and their very 
souls. 
Jean Cowgill, who was the head of the home for fallen 
girls at Geneva, Illinois a few years ago, said that 80% of 
the girls came there because o£ the dance . There are approxi-
mately ?,000,000 girls who go wrong in this country in a 
century, and it is estimated that over ?5% of this number can 
be traced to the dance. The Chief of Police of the City of 
New York, in 1915 said that over ?5% of the fallen girls that 
came under his personal observation, fell into lives of 
immorality because of the _dance. There were at that time, 
500,000 public prostitutes ~n the United States, with an 
average life of from two to five years of "usefulness", and 
authorities teil us that about 3?5,000 came into this life as 
the result of the dance. If such was the case in 1915, what 
must it be in 1926, when the youth of the country are jazz 
mad . 
In the Grand Central Palace in New York City, at the 
same time, there was , on one floor, a big public dance floor , 
and on an adjoining one a great many private dance rooms 
where either men or women could receive private lessons, vho 
vrere too shy to go on to the public floor until they were more 
skillful . Does it take any great amount of imagination to 
guess what these •private roomsn really were? 
On New Year's Eve, 1915, or rather early New Year's day , 
t h ere were taxi cabs lined up outside of the 46th street 
entrance, and into them were loaded, like sacks of meal , 
drunken , scantily clothed women, and taken back to their 
"homes •. 
Is it not time that the dance is debarred from our 
American life; must it continue to litter the shores of time 
and eternity with the wreckage of human souls; will the 
church continue, as many do , to permit this many-headed 
monster to devour the young life under its protection and with 
its sanction? And this is one of the institutions which , 
in the opinion of experts , is doing much to produce juvenile 
delinquents. 
95 
PART II 
THE PREVENTION OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
CHAPTER V 
THE COMMUNITY AS AN AGENCY. 
CHAPTER V. 
TEE COMMUNITY AS AN AGENCY. 
Having considered the chief underlying causes producing 
juvenile delinquency, the remainder of this thesis will be 
devoted to the consideration of the prevention of this anti-
social condition. Though much may be said concerning the 
treatment of the juvenile offender, by far the most important 
aspect is not to correct, but to prevent. 
I. THE CHILD'S PLAYGROUND AND SOCIAL CENTER. 
In many sections of our country, chiefly in the large 
cities, the children have no place to play other than in the 
streets. And this means, of course, that they are in constant 
danger. In speaking of The Community, we mean any aggregation 
of people , number one hundred or more, who live in daily 
communion. This includes the small rural village and the 
large, metropolitan city. 
Due to the congested conditions of our large cities, the 
community in which the child lives is frequently very undesirable, 
but he has nothing to do with its development. Even the casual 
observer, passing through the congested lower East Side or 
west Side of New York City, or even up in Harlem or the Bronx, 
will be quickly convinced of the fact that these children here 
need a place where they can play without coming into conflict 
with constituted authority. So the community, regardless of 
its kind, becomes the child's playground and his social center. 
Even in a small town where conditions are far superior to 
those in a city, the children still play over their entire 
neighborhood, and the remark is frequently heard from parents, 
(98) 
•Though I have the biggest yard in town, still my boys »ersist 
in playing in the street". This is true, and one reason is 
because when they do this they feel that they are away from 
home, even though it is j~st outside the gate. 
This being the case in all communities, the necessity is 
placed upon each community to protect its child life. The 
three other agencies to be considered have their special 
functions to perform, and that of the community is largely 
of recreation. 
That there is increasing emphasis placed on the value of 
recreation is seen in the way the large cities of the country 
are rallying to the front in this work. And it has been 
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proven in many cities that the amount of juvenile crime and 
delinquency decreases as opportunity for play increases. Play, 
which is diversion and relaxation for the adult, is life itself 
for the child; it is his world, and in and through it he 
develops his entire nature. 
The city of Detroit has, as its objective, a play center 
in e~ery square mile of the city, according to a playground 
program recently presented to the council of the city by 
. 
c. E . Brewer, Recreation Commissioner. Each of the forty-three 
public playgrounds proposed would be from fifteen to thirty 
acres in area, and equipped with schools, picnic groves, 
tennis courts, baseball and football fields, etc. In winter 
skating rinks would be provided. This plan would more than 
double the number and area of the present thirty-five inde-
pendent playgrounds, with an are~ of 229 acres, and sixty 
school playgrounds . 
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The city of Fort orth, Texas, recently allotted 
1?0,000 from a bond issue to be used for recreation purposes 
of its youth. 
Many times the amounts of money expended by a city seem 
huge, but when seen in the light of what they accomplish, and 
the real cost per person, they are negligible. The Recreation 
Commission of Bristol, Va., in issuing its first re~ort, gives 
the figure of $.038 as the maintenance cost per person per year 
for those participating in this program. 
Greenville, s. c. was confronted with the problem of their 
colored folks, le~ving industry and migrating to the North. 
This caused such grave concern and proved so serious,from an 
economic standpoint, that a committee of both blacks and whites 
formed to study the -situation. The report showed that though 
there were plenty of places for the white people and their 
children to play and enjoy themselves, there was nothing for 
the negro; only his churches and lodge buildings, but it was 
obvious that these could not be used Jar recreation purposes. 
The public schools were barr~d to the colored person, even 
though he is an American citizen and helped to support them. 
So, as a solution to their difficulty, it was suggested by 
one of the leading white business men of the city, that a 
recreation program be inaugurated for the negro, with adequate 
equipment and supervision to enable him to enjoy living 
and prevent criminality and delinquency. 
The result was immediate and satisfactory beyond all hopes. 
A closer feeling of brotherliness spread throughout the city, 
the negroes became contented and happy, and many of those who 
had left, returned, and the exodus was stopped, and the 
economic problem was satisfactorily solved. 
It will be seen in the following chart that though 
recreation is the last of these agencies to be placed in the 
field, both Chicago and Denver are spending more for it 
than for charity, hospitals and correction . · 
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Table showing per carita expenditures in five American cities 
or clvlc betterment. 
City 
New York 
Chicago 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Denver 
Total per capita 
for health, sani-
tation, charity, 
recreation. 
8.88 
7.78 
6.77 
6.39 
5.65 
Health 
and 
Sanitation 
4.42 
4.18 
2.91 
3.64 
1.76 
Charity, Recrea-
Hos itals, tion. 
Correction 
3.48 .98 
1.67 1.93 
2.63 1. 23 
2.18 .57 
1.85 2.04 
Representing the above chart ~raphically, with percentages 
indicated for each city, and shade areas showing comparative 
efPenditures, we have: 
New York Chicago Philadelphia 
Cleveland Denver 
Pink area ••••• Health and sanitation. 
Black area .••.• Recreation. 
PUrple area •••• Charity, hospitals, correction. 
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II. THE VALUE OF RECREATION. 
•I want to see all Americans have a reasonable amount 
of leisure", said President Coolidge at the Outdoor Recreation 
Conference in May , 1924. "Then I want to see them educated 
to use such leisure for their own enjoyment and betterment 
and the strengthening of the quality of their citizenship ••••• 
we must make America a land of vision, a land of work, of 
sincere striving for the good, but we must add to all of these, 
in order to round out the full stature of the people, an ample 
effort to make it a land of wholesome enjoyment and perennial 
gladness .• 
The community is beginning to realize that one of its 
greatest assets is the leisure time of its citizens productively 
used, for the community is no stronger than its citizenship, of 
wluch it is composed. So the forward looking community will 
not only see the need of an intelligent, recreation program , but 
w1ll plan to ~isely provide one, because in this highly special -
ized, industrial age, we need some antidote to counteract the 
deadening tendency of monotonous routine. 
A. PHYSICAL. 
The value of a recreation program to a community is four-
fold, and when wisely planned and efficiently administered , 
will assist the other forces of the neighborhood in solving 
the common problems . The first of these beneficial results 
to be derived is the physical. 
It is becoming increasingly clear that especially in our 
l a rge cities, something must be done to take the children 
off the streets. Especially is this true when we realize 
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the menace to life that daily exists on account of the automobile. 
The death toll of the auto in New York State, for the year 
1922, was 1808; for 1923, 1966, or 37?4 for the two years, which 
is only 32 leas than the combined number of deaths from typhoid 
fever, diphtheria and scarlet fever. Where records were kept, it 
has been shown that from 30 per cent to 32 per cent of the fatalities 
were children under fifteen years, and the number of non-fatal 
injuries resulting from auto accidents is twenty-five to thirty 
times as large as the number of deaths. This would mean approxi-
mately 14,500 children under fifteen years of age injured by auto-
mobiles in New York State in 1923, and the rate of injuries is 
constantly increasing. In the entire country the rate of deaths 
from auto accidents increased 246 per cent in ten years. 
But this is not the only physical benefit to be derived. 
Play that is enjoyed is one of the reasons why it is so generally 
conducive to good health; it has a buoyant and stimulating effect 
on the nervous system. Then certain kinds of play circulation is 
increased, there is greater respiration activity, better elimina-
tion of waste material, improved appetite and better digestion, and 
all this tends to build up in the individual a source of reserve 
power and muscle coordination which increases his resistance to 
various forms of delinquent tendencies. And this building up of 
the physical well being has a tendency to lessen one•s chance of 
disease. Recreation carried on in the open air is one of the best 
methods of checking the increase of organic and degenerative diseases 
This annual death toll in the United States is 120,000, and the 
International Congress on tuberculosis has declared that •Playgrounds 
constitute one of the most eff ective methods for the pre-
vention of this disease" . Recent statistics of the Life 
Extension Institute show "increases in death from diseases 
of the nervous system, heart, kidneys and liver, and the 
dominating and outstanding cause of this increase is the 
decrease in outdoor life and muscular activity • 
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Therefore it seems conclusively clear that play is not 
only desirable , but vital and essential . Especially is this 
true as regards the adolescent child who needs all the capital 
he can accumulate if he is to avoid physical bankruptcy. 
B . MENTAL . 
The second value derived through wise recreational 
activities is in the realm of the mental . For if play assists 
in building up the physical body , it also , and for the same 
reason, plays a large part in the formation of the mental 
equipment . The mind tends to develop through activity, and 
the child •s first mental growth comes through physice~ means . 
It has been shown that -activity depends upon the growth of the 
body and upon the normal growth of the body depends the normal 
erowth of the mind. The mind develops , step by step, with 
the body , and after the body stops developing, then recreation 
is still needed to remake and recreate the tissues of the bra in. 
As play gives strength and control to the body, so it gives 
poise and control to the mind. So if we wish to guarantee to 
the child a nervous system that will not collapse or break 
under the intense strain of our modern life , we must give to 
him a body and mind normally active and strong. Play also 
relieves the strain of the mind and affords mental relaxation; 
that is one reason why many of our leading athletes have 
been fine students. 
Modern psychology and pedagogy has decided that the 
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real business of education is not in memorizing, but · in 
developing the mental processes of resourcefulness, initiative, 
quickness, and correctness of judgment. Individuals subjected 
to long, weary, mental toil will recuperate faster by physical 
activity and return mentally rested. Play trains in the 
ability to size up a situation and act quickly. This is seen 
in such games as football, hockey, basketball, and other out-
of-door sports. Dr. Luther H. Gulick found, in a study of 
subnormal children, that they lacked energy, initiative and 
spontaneity in play. 
To this end the Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls and similar 
organizations have made a great and vital contribution to the 
welfare of the youth of America. B.Y creating and developing 
strong, healthy minds in sound bodies, a great step will have 
been taken in the prevention of juvenile delinquency. It is 
safe to assert that if the boys and girls of America could be 
kept out of the movies, theatres, dances and similar degrading 
amusements for one year, the juvenile delinquency problem 
would be reduced to a very great degree . 
C. SOCIAL. 
One of the most definite ways in which play has shown 
its moral value, is in the lessening of juvenile crime. 
Jane Addams goes so far as to say, and prove, that play can 
conquer vice unless the individual is hopelessly bad. By 
providing facilities for play for the neglected newsboys 
of Milwaukee, the number who had to be sent to reformatories 
from this one class alone, fell from seventy to three in 
three years' time. A study of juvenile crime in Chicago 
showed a decrease of twenty-eight per cent in the number of 
children arrested within one half mile of the playgrounds. 
With the probation measures that were in force, delinquency 
was reduced fifty per cent. Within one year after the west 
Park Playground was opened, four dance halls within one half 
mile were closed from lack of patronage. And this also 
shows, incidentally, the age of the boys and girls who go to 
the dance halls. A certain Chicago judge states that every 
locality which has been recently studied,reveals the fact 
that juvenile crime increased as the distance from the play-
ground increased. 
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In St. Paul, analysis showed that most of the delinquent 
children appearing in the juvenile court, came from a certain 
congested section of the city. A social settlement was o ened 
in that section, and delinquency was reduced fifty per cent. 
In the city of Passaic, N. J., Judge Costello reported 
{P~ayground, Feb. 1923) that since the opening of the Recreation 
Hall by the Recreation Commission, the juvenile court had 
been discontinued. 
Since the things which generally influence a person's 
acts are his desires and emotions, so the character-forming 
values of play are not to be denied. Play assists in the 
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development of courage, resourcefulness, self-discipline, 
loyalty, team work, justice, courtesy, unselfishness, 
generosity, tolerance, etc. There are just as many oppor-
tunities for lying, stealing, cheating, truthfuDness, honesty, 
cruelty, kindness, and other vices and virtues to be met in 
play as in later life. So play assists in developing a whole-
some social atmosphere for the child. 
Under the influence of municipal playgrounds, child crime 
and delinquency are being reduced in many cities. In Lima, 
Ohio, according to Judge Jesse H. Hamilton, delinquency was 
reduced 33-1/3 per cent during the period when the playgrounds 
were conducted last year. 
In St. Louis, in 1925, by systematic operation of play-
grounds, delinquency was reduced 55.5 per cent,· according to 
wm. F. Yarger of the Department of Recreation. 
A single district in Los Angeles experienced a decrease 
of juvenile delinquency from 100 to 3 in a year's time. 
Studies in New Orleans, Chicago, San Francisco, and 
other large cities of the United States have revealed the 
fact that organized playgrounds and recreation centers under 
trained leaders provide a wholesome and safe outlet for that 
abundant surplus of energy of the growing Child which, when 
depressed, frequently finds outlet in delinquency and wrong 
doing. By giving expression to motor restlessness, and pro-
viding new interest to occupy the mind, play prevents much 
mischief; it turns the destructive spirit of the gang into 
channels of helpfulness. Aside from being a means of 
enjoyment for the child, it is a direct economic saving, 
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for it is not only wiser , but cheaper, from the strictly 
financial point o£ view, to aid children in develoFing them-
selves. 
D. SPIRITUAL . 
And since our country today is leading the world in its 
vast material resources, and is in the midst of a still 
greater increase in wealth among all classes of people , it is 
necessary to cast a look ahead and see where this course leads, 
for the perils ahead are moral and spiritual, and not economic. 
Such a statement is not made as an incentive, either to 
hysteria or to blank pessimism. It is a call for all clas se s 
of people in this great land to create and maintain such 
agencies as will strengthen the moral and spiritual fibre 
parallel with the material progress . nBut if we permit the 
dominance of the so-called 'Old fashioned' virtues of honesty, 
neighborly service , of love of family and home, of faith and 
dependence in God, to be eradicated fron1 the core of our 
social and national life, then there is bound to be a great 
1 
national catastrophe." 
Great as has been the service that the community is 
able to render in the creation and maintenance of recreation 
centers and playgrounds, that is not enough. For the perfect 
development of the entire being, some adequate provision must 
be made for the spiritual . And this the playground cannot do . 
It builds along social lines, but does not develop or culti-
vate the longing of the human heart for God. It is true t~~t 
a boy with a good physical, mental and moral life will be a far 
lchaplain Murphy, Massachusetts State Prison. 
better citizen than otherwise. But a four-fold character 
is needed. 
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Play for boys and girls is rightly an integral part in 
the developing and expressing spiritual life. Without it a 
child would become spiritually stagnant; and it is a question 
in the minds of some people if he could be truly spiritual. 
So it is necessary to look farther than the community center 
to complete the entire prevention of juvenile delinquency. 
In the cities cited where delinquency was decreased the most , 
owing to the presence of playgrounds , with the exception of 
one part of Passaic, it was not more than fifty-five per cent 
decrease. What, then, about the other forty-five or thirty-
five or twenty per cent? It is these •outsiders• that are the 
problem, and which the strictly play centered and recreation 
stressed program has failed to reach. For them something else 
is needed besides new surroundings; the trouble is not a 
"face eruption•, but a "blood disease• . A blood purifier is 
necessary, ~nd for this the playground is inadequate. 
III. EQUIPMENT FOR RECREATION . 
This is evident when a view of the usual equipment of the 
playgrounds is taken. It will , of course, vary in different 
localities, due to each particular need. But it is almost 
a universal rule to have swings, slides, shutes, and adequate 
ground space for games . And no playground can properly 
serve its clientele unless the equipment is designed to meet 
the lack in the lives of the children. 
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No matter how amall a community may be, it would do no 
better for its own prosperity than to provide a playground for 
its children and youth. And if the community is small, the 
playground should not be way off on one side of the town, but 
as nearly as possible in a place accessible to all, and where 
people will be constantly passing. This is beneficial, both 
for the adults, as it shows them how their "project• is being 
used, and even more so for the children, who will realize that 
they are under supervision. And where no paid supervisor is 
provided, some kind of restraint is needed so that the older 
children will not impose on the younger. 
In many small western, rural towns, a tennis court and 
ball field has proved of untold value to the people of the 
community. But in the larger towns and cities, a supervisor 
or director is essential to plan and administer an adequate 
program. One ~f the elements that has caused such great 
decreases in the juvenile delinquents in all the cities of the 
United States, where a recreation program has been at~empted, 
has been the presence of a capable supervisor, and in large 
places it is not too much to state, to say that he is an 
absolute essential. 
But where the crnnmunity suffers its greatest handicap is 
in constructive measures. This can, to a very great extent, 
be overcome by providing up-to-date schools, supporting a 
church or churches commensurate with its needs, and by pro-
tecting and assisting the greatest of all its institutions, 
the home. 
CHAPTER VI 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOL AS AN AGENCY. 
CHAPTER VI. 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOL AS AN AGENCY. 
I. ITS ORIGIN. 
Our public school system was borrowed, in large part, from 
Germany and England. In Germany there were two kinds of 
schools; one which was supposed to prepare the masses for an 
obedient life always, and the other for the higher class to 
provide them with an education which would fit them to rule. 
In the first type, the Volksschule was something similar 
to our parochial school today. The curricula was then very 
meagre. This entire system produced a people who were 98% 
obe dient to authority, since nothing was taught in the schools 
except on the authority of the government. 
The latter type destined its pupils for the higher walks 
in life, and the curricula was as rioh .as the other was poor. 
The boy entering these schools went into the university, pro-
fessional schools, or the Army, and was always the superior 
of the lad who went into the Volksschule. 
In England the fre e school started with the Sunday school, 
which was founded by Robert Rakes, who was an editor and a 
"dandy~, and hated three things, "dirt, debt and the devil". 
Hating dirt he began to clean the prisons, but soon realized 
that he could not hope to reclaim society by beginning at this 
end, so he decided to transfer his interest to the other 
side of the line and teach the children. So he hired a woman 
to teach his "school",which was the beginning of free schools 
in England. 
{113) 
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With this very brief background as an introduction, the 
public school system of America will be considered . The first 
schools to be established were for the purpose of enabling the 
children to read the Bible . The idea again came from Germany, 
where Luther had substituted the Holy Book for the Holy Church. 
What he wanted and strove to attain was an intelligent people 
concerning God's Word . So the American people began a four 
months' school which was largely a reading school so the people 
could read the Bible . Thus Harvard was founded to provide an 
educated ministry . So the Bible was the basis of the curricula . 
And when the question arose as to how a boy was to enter college 
from a four months' reading school, the difficulty was solved by 
using the preacher , who trained as he taught , the boys for the 
ministry, and New England produced some of the greatest ministers 
and thinkers that this country has ever had . But in time the 
work of the minister grew so much that something had to be done, 
so· we borrowed from Mother England again , and got the secondary 
school to prepare for college . And to complete the system, we 
borrowed the kindergarten or •u other•s Lap SChool" . 
II . ITS DEVELOPMENT. 
But from the beginning until the present day , we have been 
slowly drifting away from the original idea of education. The 
great problem of a democracy is to insure the social solidarity 
of its people . That which will determine the destiny of a 
nation , such as ours , is three-fold; the course of study in the 
secular school, the type and extent of religious training, and 
the stability and sanctity of the home . These three will be 
considered in the order name«. 
The proper way to destroy any false idea in the minds 
of the people of a country is to securely implant a counter 
true idea in the minds of the children. 
In the twenty years preceding the World War , the pupils 
in our schools were studying such subjects as mathematics , 
physics , chemistry, geology , zoology, etc , and though they 
are disciplinary , they do not help the individual to become a 
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better citizen . One reason why the college man has been ta.ug ed 
at in business is because he has been taught things that do not 
help him when he gets out . In these same twenty years the study 
of history , economics , civics , ethics , sociology , and such 
kindred and affiliated subjects as psychology and philosophy 
decreased twenty per cent, while the teaching of religion was 
entirely lacking. Here we had the ability to master the 
physical power, but no ability to control their effects . 
A . PAST EMPHASIS ON CURRICULUM . 
The emphasis was entirely on the physical ; there were 
great laboratories for the physical sciences , but nothin for 
the social forces which always should govern the physical • 
• 
What did this materialistically- centered curricula produce? 
Good soldiers , and technicians? Yes. But at the same time men 
who did not know how to control their appetites , who followe d 
the pack , did as the rest did, permitted themselves to be 
influenced by their environment rather than governed and domina-
ted by their principles , so that the biggest problem of the 
War was to keep the men "fit to fight" . The hospitals in France 
and this country were filled with "socially damaged goods• . 
When the emphasis in the educat i on of a boy or girl is 
entirely on the materialistic side , is it any wonder that 
there is so much delinquency among the boys and girls of our 
grade and high schools? How can you expect to interest a 
boy or girl in religious things in a thirty or forty- five 
minute period on Sunday , when he has been studying three or 
four hours a day for five days in the week subjects that not 
only leave religion out of consideration, but actu~ly scoff 
at the idea of God . 
B. PREffimqT EMPHASIS IN CURRICULUM. 
So the present movement in elementary schools is as 
significant as that of the theological seminaries . The move 
now is to drive the compulsory sciences to the outside rim of 
the curricula and have the program socially centered. Many 
people have wondered at the attitude of the boys and girls . 
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They are simply foregone products of materialism unless they 
can be placed in a different mould before they become too "set" . 
And it is this wrong outlook upon life that produces material 
for the juvenile court . 
Modern educators are becoming increasingly aware of the 
fact that youth needs something more than instruction - they 
need guidance . So the purpose of the public school is altering . 
III . ITS PURPOSE . 
Recognizing the fact that the United States has the 
greatest system of free public schools in the history of the 
world , the natural question is frequently asked ; ~at are 
they for; what is the pur9ose of this great system?" 
Twenty-five per cent of the first 700,000 for the first 
draft during the World War could neither read nor write. one 
out of every thirteen in New England can neither read nor 
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write English. If all the general illiterates in this country 
were placed two abreast, six feet apart, it would take them 
eight months to pass a given point, going twenty-five miles per 
day. Though there is such a wonderful school system, still 
there is much illiteracy. So the real purpose of the public 
school is to educate for citizenship. A democracy presupposes 
an intelligent citizenry. In order to maintain its own exis-
tence a democracy must have a high level of common intelligence. 
A. TO TRAIN FOR CITIZENSHIP. 
The public school, which is a tax suppo~ted institution, 
attempts to instill into the minds of the boys and girls the 
principles of sound behavior through its various courses. 
But when the greater emphasis was placed on geometry, Caesar, 
or algebra, than on civics, sociology, or history, the no one 
could expect to find any higher ideals in the boys and girls 
than actually existed. Education per se does not necessarily 
fit a man or women for citizenship; it depends on what comprises 
that education. Simply because a boy has graduated from high 
school does not prove that he either knows anything about 
living, or is fit to be a citizen. If so, why are fifty-one per 
cent of the auto thieves of this country boys of high school age? 
The answer is simple; they have never had sufficient moral and 
religious training, and many have not even been regular 
attendants at high school. 
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The logic of definite training for citizenship is seen 
in recent American experience. Before the Immigration Law was 
made on the quota basis, an overwhelming immigration brought 
into this country vast numbers of illiterate peasants , who , 
though soon admitted to citizenship, did not know or understand 
the principles of our government . The low politician romptly 
availed himself of this ready material for his election purposes, 
and,by a little instruction,persuaded him, through gifts and 
favors, to vote the way he was told. This new American was 
told that to do such a thing as ~scratch" a ticket was next to 
treason. It was "going back" on your friends. When this 
condition was realized, then the demand was made that the schools 
should teach citizenship . The aim is to ground the future 
generation of citizens in the fundamental principles of democracy, 
majori ty rule, free speech, the distinction. between liberty 
and license, the importance of law enforcement, the place and 
purpose of party, the sacredness of the ballot, the merit system, 
and the responsibilities of public office. 
And in imparting to all classes of youth,native and new 
comer alike, the principles of democracy, the task is only begun, 
the school is assuming the task of instructing all the children 
of all the people in our public school system. And herein must 
be taught, through some means or other, the dignity and value 
of labor. If the schools produce a class of lazy, work shy, 
useless boys and girls, then the result is the reverse of what 
was intended and expected. A system of education which will 
simply impart culture when it should, rather, impart the 
capacity and desire to do worth while things, is NOT a desirable 
system. 
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B. TO ASSIST IN CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT. 
From the time that the child is six years old, the state 
says to the parent , "Now for a certain length of time you must 
send him to the public schools". The parent than replies, ell, 
who are to be his teachers; what kind of men and women are they; 
and what will be taught?" The state then calmly replies, "That 
is for me to know and for you to f ind out. You send your child 
to school." 
There is no question, generally speaking, about the wisdom 
of the compulsory school law. Did it not exist there would be 
a greater amount of illiteracy than there is at present. The 
very fact that a child, during his formative years, has some-
thing definite to do each day, tasks to be completed, duties 
fulfilled, and habits formed, goes a long way in preparing him 
for life. When the school begins at nine A. M. then the child 
is under definite discipline. Rules are made for the benefit 
of the entire school which he must keep. The breaking of any 
rule brings a penalty. The lessons assigned are to be prepared 
for a given class recitation, and this occurring every school 
day tends to implant the idea of promptness and responsibility 
upon the child. In school the child learns how to study, work 
and play with other children. They form the same relative 
relations as does his participation in later life. were a child 
permitted to go when he pleased, not only would there be a 
great army of illiterates, but the juvenile courts would be 
crowded to capacity. For the public school occupies the child's 
time during those years of physical development and restlessness. 
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Is the public school an active or a passive agent in a 
community for the development of the character of the boys and 
girls? The answer to that question depends largely on two 
things: the kind of teachers secured , and the kind of courses 
taught . 
1. Teachers selected . 
Teachers are selected , supposedly , for their ability to 
teach a certain subject or group of subjects . Depending on the 
size of the community , these teachers will be secured either by 
a city superintendent , a principal , a special school committee, 
or the school board . The parents of the community have little 
or nothing to say about the person who is to teach their child . 
Many times the school committee will be dominated by one man 
who then either personally , or through his committee, secures 
his teachers . Too frequently teachers are secured because they 
can teach history , rhetoric , mathematics , and little attention 
is paid to the kind of character the teacher may have . An example 
of this was seen three or four years ago in the high school in 
Victor, Colorado . An exceedingly capable English teacher had 
been secured as instructor in high school English . He was good 
looking , a good musician, a brilliant conversationalist, and 
accomplished dancer, and a perfect unbeliever, or nearly so. 
His platform was that it made no difference what he believed, 
or did outside of school, as long as he taught acceptably, his 
English classes . It never dawned upon him, or the school from 
which he graduated, that the purpose of teaching is ,not to teach 
English , French, Rhetoric , etc. , but to teach boys and girls . 
Fortunately for the school and community, the Superintendent of 
Schools, who had nothing to do with his being hireJi.. , was 
a man of fine Christian character , and insisted that this 
teacher be removed, not because he could not teach, but 
because he did not have the proper conception of his mission 
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as a teacher . After much discussion and many conferences, the 
teacher ~resigned" . But in those three or four months he 
left such an impression on the minds of the young people that 
stayed as long as they were in school . It was not an unusual 
thing for him to have some of the high school boys down to his 
rooms to drink and play cards all night , or to go out to a 
dance where every one , including himself , had too much liquor. 
The parents of that community were •up in arms" over the 
situation, but what could they do . The school board vras 
responsible for the teachers and they were nearly all men who 
took not much interest in the schools until they were compelled 
by popular opinion to take action . 
On the other hand , teachers are frequently , and erhaps 
generally , secured as much for their character as for their 
scholastic ability . An example of this occurred in Elizabeth, 
Colorado , a small rural town of three hundred people , in 
which was located a beautiful ~60,000 consolidated High 
School . These schools, since the same policy governed the 
grade schools that did the high school , were managed by a 
board of four school directors , chosen directly by the people 
at a school election. These directors were responsible for 
securing the teachers . They received recommendations from 
several , and not being satisfied because they could not have 
a personal interview with any one of the applicants , due to 
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the distance, they decided to go and interview some prospective 
teachers. Accordingly they delegated two of their number, got 
the Principal of the High School, and the local minister, and 
drove to Colorado Springs. They went directly to the home of 
Miss M-- and interviewed her. Among the questions asked, after 
learning of her educational qualifications were -
Are you a Catholic or a Protestant? 
To what denomination do you belong? 
Do you attend church regularly? 
Do you dance or play cards? 
The answers to all questions being satisfactory, the teacher 
was secured, and she is assisting in moulding the lives of the 
young people of the community. Though not allowed to teach 
religion in the schools, Miss M--, every day, manages to convey 
to her pupils her own standards and ideals. She is, through 
the medium of the public school, making a large contribution 
to the moral welfare and the character development of the 
community. 
In the same school, the primary teacher, a Miss D--, was 
kept for eleven years, a long time in the West, because she had 
such a wonderful character and such a great influence on all 
the children. Boys and girls who had first gone to school to 
her have said, after entering high school. that they owed their 
start in school and their love for it to Miss D--. This 
should be the purpose in every public school. If teachers were 
selected for their ideals and standards, as well as for their 
ability, then the public school would be an even greater factor 
in the community. 
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If the present generation, or the next generation, is to be 
influenced for good citizenship and ri hteousness, then the 
training and selection of teachers will have to be with even 
greater care. And when a choice is to be made between some 
required course assignment, and the opportunity to influence 
the pupils, the teacher must realize that the thing of greatest 
importance is not the text book material, but the ideals that 
can be imparted, for rarely does a study of text books assist 
in the motivation of conduct. 
2. Required Courses. 
The construction of a curriculum, for any kind of a 
school, is a very important matter and of great significance 
when it is being done for the children of the public school 
age. This is the chance to give them subjects which will not 
only develop their minds , and form a basis for a good cultural 
education, but one which will also prepare them to live with 
the rest of the world in constructive harmony. But what is 
found today in many of our schools? The text books used are 
saturated with a materialistic philosophy; one that frequently 
discredits both the home and the church. Though religion is 
not permi tted to be taught in our schools, yet subjects are 
taught which tend to destroy faith in the Bible and the church. 
In a survey conducted by the University of Chicago, it was 
found that a big per cent of the freshmen who entered the 
University came there with a negative view of the Bible and God. 
This is the effect of much of the modern courses of study. 
And when the belief in a personal God is destroyed, when a 
1M 
child's conception of divine authority is uprooted, when the 
Bible is made only a bundle of myths, and not of as much 
importance as same of the literature in the school curriculum, 
then the danger point ia approaching. 
In the present system of school curricula there is the 
standard •required course". And this is theoretically desirable, 
but when it works out disadvantageously to the pupils, then it 
should be obsolete . However, since public school pupils are 
generally not fitted to know what they should have, there must 
still be these courses . But they could be administered in a 
different way than at present. •What is the sense in having 
a standardized course for all classes of people?" is the 
question often asked. The answer is that the aim of democracy 
is to raise the general level of intelligence through a common 
body of knowledge. 
So there is the required courses, which should answer this 
purpose, and the electives should be such that they will 
assist in preparing the boy or girl for the place in soci ety 
they are likely to fill. 
Because the school requires certain studies which the 
student can se e no use for, and to the sons of farmers a nd 
laborers, the school seems out of touch with life, the 
short-sighted ones quit and "get a job". 
So it has been only of comparatively recent years that 
the educational authorities have recognized that if they are 
to hold the three out of five who will go into the class of 
those who earn their living by da ily toil, they must come 
closer to the farm and workshop . And by providing,as a part 
of the required work , training in the work of living for all 
the students, then the false idea that labor is something to 
be ashamed of, will tend to disappear. And these required 
courses should be as basic as possible. Why require a boy 
or girl to wade through four years of Latin sin1ply because 
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of its cultural value? It is not a proved fact, as yet, that 
it has any cultural value. Are people who have majored in 
Latin or Physics or Chemistry any more cultured than those 
who have not? 
development. 
Eut it is argued, it is excellent for mental 
Certainly. And so is rubber when chewed, 
excellent exercise for jaw development. Eut a person will get 
the same amount of exercise and development out of ordinary 
beef steak, and at the same time receive the nourishment con-
tained therein. If manual training is to be taught, why not 
teach the boy something he can use either at home or later 
in life. In a farming community a manual training class 
might well study how to mend broken farm machinery, or repair 
gasoline engines or motors, windmills , etc. , thus getting the 
technical advantage and also the practical knowledge which 
will be of service and economy when they go home. 
So, though it is perfectly understood that the required 
course has a place in the curriculum of the public school, it 
is likewise realized that if it is going to aid in character 
formation and assist in the reduction of lawlessness and 
criminality, it must be designed to meet the needs of the 
pupils . 
1~ 
3. Recreation. 
From the standpoint of the public school, recreation is 
an absolute necessity. Though it is an unworthy motive , many 
a boy has remained in school and performed his assigned tasks, 
thereby tiding over the dangerous adolescent years, simply 
because he loved to play football. To him school was drudgery! 
but football - ah ! that was worth the doing of many disagreeable 
things. The only, or greatest, regret about school recreation 
is that it is apt to be too specialized , a few play football, 
baseball, or the other athletic games , and the rest watch . 
But even then , though the spectators do not get any physical 
benefit from these contests, they get great moral and social 
values. School boys and girls will develop a sense of fair-
ness and loyalty through supporting a team which they might 
not get in any other way . And the players learn to abide by 
the rules of the game . 
Certain games, particularly those antagonistic team 
games , afford character discipline of the highest value. The 
game promotes loyalty to one's fellows, the team, and the 
institution. It demands obedience to the captain, acceptance 
without a murmur the decision of the official supervising 
and controlling the game, work £or the good o£ the whole 
rather than the advancement of self. It develops facility in 
concerted action and gives practice in quick,unre£lecting 
adjustment . to the intentions and moves of others. And in 
being compelled to abide by the rules o£ the game, it trains 
in temperance and sel£ control. There has many a boy been 
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kept from waywardness simply because he wanted to be on the 
team. He trained and took care of his body in order to make 
good . And this is seen, not only in all parts of this 
country, but in all par ts of the world . The public schools, 
through their supervised recreation , have done much to lower 
the tendency toward juvenile delinquency and later criminality. 
The four thousand and more supervised playgrounds in the 
United States , looked after by nine thousand professional 
leaders , have weaned great numbers of lads from mischief-
making , broken up "tough" gangs , and overcame slum tendencies . 
Reareation meets a universal need , and to intelligently 
supply it , is the task of society today . It is a scientific 
and frequently observed fact that many of our greatest athletes 
have been excellent students , and in almost every school a boy 
has to be above the average in order to play on the team. 
This raises the standard of play and makes the players truly 
representative of the best traditions of the school . 
But the recreation in our public school is not and need 
not be confined to athletic contest. Anything wnich will 
uplift and motivate to higher living , is legitimate. The 
day of the weekly "spell down" has passed , largely, but it 
was not without its value as a means of recreation . In its 
place hascome the pageants , dramas , oratorical and debating 
contests , short story and essay contests , and other forms of 
recreation, which are as truly constructive as are the purely 
physical forms of recreation. 
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These all assist in the larger program of tne school in 
develo ing the individual for participating in society at large. 
IV. ITS LIMITATIONS . 
But educators and clergy alike have realized that the 
public school is limited as far as its influence is concerned. 
It is limited by its very constitution and foundation . It 
is a fundamental doctrine of our democracy that every indi-
vidual shall have the right to worship God as he sees fit. 
In every department of living we are controlled by the will of 
the majority, with the sole exception of our thoughts. In 
religion the will of the majority cannot determine the a ttitude 
of the minority. Both the strength and weakness of democracy 
is thus seen in individualism. The public school , which is a 
tax supported , compulsorily at~ed institution , cannot tea ch 
religion. If there were an atheist in the community, he, as 
an individual , has the right to say that you shall not teach 
religion to his child . And this is the limitation of the 
public school . But it is a limitation for which we are truly 
grateful . What a time there would be if religion were taught 
in the schools l In the fifth grade there might be a teacher 
who was a "rank" modernist ; in the sixth one who was an equally 
••rank" fundamentalist ; in the seventh one who was neither , but 
followed the teachings of Plato and Aristotle; in the eighth 
grade a devotee of Mrs . Eddy , and in the first year of high 
school there would be the finest aggregation of atheists and 
agnostics one could imagine , and in the churches a host of 
1~ 
preachers lamenting over the Godlessness of youth. If an 
attempt were made to teach religion in the school what would 
be taught? In Protestant Ohio there would be some h~nd of 
Protestantism but colored by denominationalism according to 
locality , and that would not be just or fair to the Catholic , 
Jew or unbeliever; in Massachusetts where the Catholics are in 
the majority , they would specify their faith, and that would 
not be fair to the other classes . And if there were nothing 
else there would be friction and dissention. But some people 
would believe that religion could be •boiled down~ to ethical 
concepts , or that moral integrity could be taught without 
teaching religion. 
But this cannot be done , for morals which are not 
undergirded by the most dynamic religion are fruitless . 
There is a check forged every three and one half minutes in 
this country every twenty-four hours ; automobiles stolen 
continuously , banks , stores and people robbed ; laws broken 
and violated , all the result , or the proof , that morals cannot 
be valid for the great masses of the people unless linked with 
religion. The public school cannot give the motivation that is 
necessary to produce desirable conduct ; it can and does give 
instruction , but only the church supplemented by the home, 
can give motivation. The church can lead a man on beyond 
instruction and introduce him into the very presence of God . 
If the public school could have produced motivating character 
why is it that the great crime wave and unparalleled presence 
of juvenile delinquency should appear just when the school is 
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at its peak of perfection? It is because the very nature of 
the school prevents it from excelling, or even entering, this 
field of endeavor. 
CHAPTER VII 
THE HOME - THE SOURCE AND THE SOLUTION OF, ~!ENILE DELINQ~TCY . 
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CHAPTER VII 
THE HOME: THE SOURCE AND THE SOLUTION OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY. 
I. ITS PROBLEM. 
Theorize and speculate as much as possible, it is an 
undeniable fact that America's future lies in the hands of 
the parents of the present, and "as we sow so shall we reap • 
The parent, and not the legislator, nor even the teacher, is 
the guardian of the future peace, happiness and prosperity. 
To the home and the church, rather than to the halls of legis-
lation, must we look for the adequate solution of our social 
problems. It must be remembered that it is impossible to say 
how a man shall think. And it is this product of his thoughts 
that causes so much trouble in society. But if the individual 
can have his thoughts properly directed, then the results will 
not need to be le~ally controlled. And it is this task of 
implanting in the minds of children proper conceptions and 
ideals, that is facing the American home. The real problem 
of the American home today is two-fold - first: to maintain its 
importance and authority, and second: to make adequate provision 
for its own needs. 
A. TO MAINTAIN ITS IMPORTANCE. 
No one, but a few theoretical, literary vandals, or 
radical social reformers, will deny the basic importance of 
the home. Throughout history, nations have risen or fallen on 
the conception of the home. It was not the invasions of the 
Goths that wrecked Rome; it was the invasions of licentiousness, 
immorality and vice into the home, which undermined the struc-
ture of that great world power. It has been truly said that 
"no stream can rise higher than its source", and neither can 
any civilization rise higher than the level of its homes , and 
no home can rise higher than the ideals of womanhood . 
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Most of the social problems , particularly the one of 
juvenile delinquency, can be traced directly to the attitude, 
standards and influence of the home. So the question which 
faces society is "how can the importance of the home be main-
tained?" The alarming divorce figures, and the condition of 
the modern home , with its attendant evils, is evidence enough 
to assert that the importance of the home cannot be maintained 
through legislation; if it is to be done at all it must be 
done through education, and that not through the schools, 
but through the home it self , in cooperation with the churCh. 
Parents must teach their children the meaning of law, 
responsibility, duty, work, pleasure , etc. And further than 
this, they must be taught the meaning of life+ its procreative 
functions should be carefully explained to children by the 
parents , as well as the sacredness of these functions and the 
certain results of their abuse . Since children do have to 
encounter the destructive forces in connection ·with all kinds 
of vice, they must be prepared by being properly instructed. 
They should be taught that these functions are God-given for a 
special sacred use; warned of the consequences of abuse , and 
shown how and in what manner temptation may come to them. 
There is no excuse for the parental ignorance of the dangers 
that will beset their children, and it is the duty of the 
parent to prepare the child for this crisis time in his life, 
for it is largely the influences of childhood which are not 
counteracted or controlled that ultimately lead to every 
phase of delinquency and crime . 
But the home filled with wisdom , love , and Godliness, 
where parents are guided by the desire to help mould the 
lives and characters of their children for the best, will do 
more than all else to keep children in the right path , and 
when the home fails in this greates t of all responsibilities, 
then the children are in grave danger of moral and spiritual 
shipwreck. 
B. TO MAKE ADEQUATE PROVISION FOR ITS OWN EEDS . 
The home must be based on enduring values if it is to 
maintain either its authority or importance . The prevalence 
of divorce would, at least, indicate that too many marriages 
have been contracted which were founded on wrong conceptions. 
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When a home is founded upon a whim, a bit of moonlight 
romance, on sex desire, or necessity for the sake of propriety , 
then there is imminent danger that that particular family will 
not be able to successfulyy cope with all of the problems of 
living together. 
Since for many young people , there is no longer a 
religious sanction for marriage , it is essential that they have 
some other conception aside from the purely physical . Too 
many young people get married with hopes that their marriage 
will be successful and with secret fears that it will not , 
and really do nothing to keep alive the feelings and 
attractions that existed before marriage . They act UJOn 
the fallacious inference that marriage is some magic 
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institution which will take care of all who enter. But 
experience shows that definite planning is a very essentia l 
element in a lasting and happy union. If lovers enter upon 
marriage fully conscious of the handicaps to be met, the 
sacrifices and adjustments to be made, and with a firm 
resolve to make such adjustments and sacrifices as may be 
necessary, then their attaclunent is far more apt to endure 
than one based on impulse and luck. So desirable a state as 
the concord of two persons of differing personalities, tastes 
and habits, living one life, is rarely to be had without 
determined effort, and since "sex attraction fluctuates and 
its contribution to conjugal harmony is uncertain", there 
must be a will to succeed in this venture, if it prove at all 
successful. 
Therefore the first essential of making a home p ermanent, 
and thereby retaining its importance, is to have it based upon 
enduring principles, and the only valid basis for the founding 
of a home is upon a mutual love between two people of congenial 
dispositions. 
When a child in the home sees the affection between father 
and mother, and is taught tha t all must strive together to 
produce harmony and happiness, then the future home makers 
will be better equipped to establish their own homes. People 
must realize that temporary misunderstanding or differences of 
opinion are to be expected and are not evidence of the 
absence of love . They are frequently the result of tired, 
overworked brains or distraught nerves, and should be so 
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recognized. 
And it is the duty of the parents to train their children 
in regards to obedience, respect for law and authority , both 
within the home and in society at large. The home should be 
a demonstration center in which the child sees how principles 
and courses of action affect life. Obedience must be taught, 
both by precept and example. Certain laws which govern the 
home must be respeated by all and the child must obey, not 
because father or mother says so , but because it is best for 
all concerned. 
A child that is taught to obey in the home during the 
early years will rarely come into conflict with recognized 
authority later in life. But when parents proceed on the 
assumption that they will "wait until their children get old 
enough and then let them choose for themselves", there will be 
the same state of affairs and disregard for law and authority 
that seems to exist today . It would be as intelligent as to 
say that all boats should wait until they get within the 
harbor, past the dangers, before getting a pilot , or to say 
that one should not insure a building until after the fire. 
The experience and knowledge of parents should be valuable 
and acceptable to children, and can be made so if the parents 
will answer questions and explain conditions rather than 
demand obedience arbitrarily. Thus can the home, through 
planning and cooperation, make adequate provision for its own 
harmony and stability. 
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II . ITS RESPONSIBILITY. 
A. PHYSICAL WELFARE OF THE CHILD . 
Since society is today based upon the home , as far as 
the perpetuation of the race is concerned, then the home has 
three very great responsibilities in connection with the child . 
Since children come into society via the home, then society 
has a right to demand that the home shall assume full share 
of the physical welfare of the child . The home must be held 
responsible for the phys ical needs of all its members , at 
least as far as it is able to provide these needs . And to 
this end society is demanding that people contem lating the 
foundation of a home should be physically able to ~rovide for 
its necessities. Hence states li e Oregon and Kansas demand 
a physician 's certificate before a marriage can be contracted. 
This is to guarantee, as far as possible , to the state, that 
the children of these homes will not be liabilities . People 
with any kind of transmissable disease are not permitted to 
marry , and this prohibition will tend to decrease the number 
of phys ical misfits in society. Those su11ering from trans-
missable diseases , either mental or phys ical, should not be 
permitted to give this poisonous handicap to helpless, unborn 
children. And this is the first step in caring for the 
physical welfare of the child; insuring it a right to be 
well born . 
But this is only the beginning, for though the child has 
a right to be well born, he has an equal right to be well 
reared . And to guarantee to him this ri~ht, arents must 
realize that the number of their children shall be commensurate 
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with the fBmily income . There is really nothing honorable 
nor commendable in having a large number of children sim .. }ly 
for the sake of numbers alone , in fact where a family cannot 
economically afford more than two or three, it is a social and 
economic crime to have seven or eight . It is depriving all 
of the children that which should be theirs as a birthright . 
For every child that comes into the home , there should be 
intelligent and adequate provision . 
That does not mean that luxuries must be provided, but 
it does mean that they should be assured of plenty of good 
health , food and clothing , and an opportunity to grow and 
develop as God meant they should . Since much of the child's 
future life depends on his physical equipment , it is obligatory 
that he have as few handicaps as possible . This the community 
cannot do for him; this the church is helpless to provide ; 
this the school cannot secure , for these institutions deal 
largely with the material tha t has been turned over to them 
by the home, and it is the home that must be held responsible 
for this phase of the child's development . 
B. MORAL WELFARE OF THE CHILD. 
And important as is the physi cal welfare of the child , 
the moral welfare is even more so . Simply permit a child to 
be vrell reared physically , and leave out of consideration the 
moral and the spiritual phases , and there will be , not only a 
one- sided development, but that which is far worse , a social 
liability . It is the firm belief of all the real authorities 
on the question of juvenile delinquency , that this tendency 
could have been prevented in practically all cases had there 
been the proper preventive measures used in the home. 
Though it is not the purpose of this thesis to enter into 
a discussion concerning heredity, it is ~nough to assert that 
it is an accepted fact among most authorities, that character 
is not hereditary. Contrary to the opinion of Dr. King of 
Oberlin, character is acquired through imitation and teaching, 
and not through association; it is neither taught nor caught -
it is produced. 
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By many, modesty is supposed to be instinctive with women, 
at least until in the last few years. But this is largely 
acquired; the baby and young child shows no trace of it. It 
is not until the parent has told the child that she must never 
be seen without proper covering for the body, that the little 
girl begins to be modest. Until that time she will delight in 
her evening romp without any clothes on. 
Fear and hate are also thought to be instincts, and so 
acquired through heredity. Simply because I always had a 
great fear for the dark does not indicate that my boy will 
be that way. And some go so far as to assert •that the 
adult fears or hates nothing except that which he has learned 
to fear or hate•. 
And since it is impossible to follow the eugenist to bis 
conclusion, we must look elsewhere for the solution of character 
production, and in ex~ning the tenets of the environmentalist. 
Here also objections are to be found. The environmentalist 
assumes and asserts •that all improvement is largely a matter 
of environment.• He insists that blood is chameleonic, 
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assuming the color of the cup into which it is poured. 
No one will deny that good surroundings assist in character 
development , but from a purely scientific standpoint, 
environmentalism i gnores the continuity and the discontinuity 
of the germ plasm which was demonstrated by Weisman and Mendel . 
And this fallacy is seen where two children have the same 
parents , same environment, toys, etc., and yet one "turns out 
good and the other turns out to be a criminal". 
If it were only necessary to have good environment to pro-
duce good character, the solution for the ncrime wave" and 
juvenile delinquency problem would be to gather all the 
criminals together and secure a good physical environment , and 
put them in the custody of a man of unimpeachable character, 
and the deed would be accomplished. But this is known to be 
ridiculous. Take only a hurried glance at the Bible, or delve 
into it as deeply as you will , and there is nowhere any assertion 
that character is to be attained that way. Had that been true, 
all of the disciples of Christ would have been of the highest 
type of character, and there would have been no thoughtful, 
hesitant Thomas; no stumbling, suffering Peter; no desperate, 
disappointing Judas, they would have all been like the Master 
himself , and he would not have been obliged to have done the 
mighty works which he did for them to believe - they would have 
caught his character by simply being in his presence . 
Had eugenics alone been necessary, he would not have told 
Nicodemus that "ye must be born again" , in a new and entirely 
different way apart from the mere fleshly manifestation. 
Had environmental ism been sufficient to produce 
character , he would not have me t the tragical opposition 
on the part of the Pharisees and chief priest who determined 
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to kill him, not because they did not recognize him , but because 
they did , for, said they, "This is the heir, come , let us kill 
him and the inheritance will be ours 11 • 1 It was their jealousy 
that caused his death . 
So we must conclude that though eugenics and environ-
mentalism are both helpful , they are not sufficient to produce 
character . And if character can be neither inherited nor 
caught, then it mus t be produced . So we must leave the field 
of the purely biological and sociological , and enter that of 
the psychological . And this theory is called Euthenics, and 
is that "social theory which asserts that race improvement 
is largely a matter of personal control, and can therefore 
be best produced by education in terms of ideals• . It 
recognizes the value of eugenics , and concedes that "circum-
stances •condition', but do not control the individual, 
~uch less determine his destiny. • 
According to w. s. Athearn2 , it is the science of a 
controlled, not a controlling environment" , or as the New 
webster dei'ines it, "the science having to do with the 
betterment of living conditions , through conscious endeavor, 
in order to secure efficient human beings . Euthenics is 
more than adjustment, or aspiration, it is achievement . " So 
to produce character that will stand the test of the present 
l 
Matthew 21!38. 
2class Notes on Pr inciples of Moral and Religious Education. 
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civilization that will be able to convey to others somethinG 
of the poise and control that mot ivates its own life, there 
must be something that has dynamic enough to enable the 
individual to triumph over his env i ronment , and by such complete 
mastery of self and circumstances , attain the highest develop-
ment that God meant for him. 
And we are agreed with Dr . Athearn that the only thing 
that can be seen today that is capable of generatin~ this 
dynamic is a consecrated Christian education , and it must 
perform a six- fold function1.: "(1) it must give information ; 
(2) it must form or roduce certain habits ; (3) it must 
increase certain powers; (4) it must discoura5e certain ten-
dencies ; (5) it must ard'use the right kind of interest; and 
(6) it must arouse character producin ideals" . 
Since the home is the place where the child first comes 
into contact with society , and the church , the school and 
the community can use only such "material" as is put into 
their hands , the entire burden of this period of the child's 
life is upon the home . 
If the child is going to really achieve for himself a 
trustworthy character , the process must begin in the home . 
C. SPIRITUAL WELFARE OF THE CHILD . 
Someone has said ~hat enters int o the first of life 
enters into all of life" , and i f this statement i s at all 
true it is true in regards to t he rel ~gious im ressions of 
people . The home that definitely teaches i ts children a 
lclass Notes on Principles of Moral and Religious Education . 
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definite religion during the formative years of character 
building need have no fear about the after years , for it is 
still true and increasingly emphasized every day that if a 
parent train u a child in the way he should go , vhen he is 
old he will not depart from it" . All the so- called departures 
are because the childre have not had the proper training . 
Referring to the article ~The Starn ede of Youth•1 , Judge 
John F . Mcintyre of the Court of General Sessions of New York 
City , says that the underlying basic cause of practically all 
of the juvenile delinquency is the lack of religious training 
in childhood , and that "as a cause it so far outdistances all 
others as to practically stand alone • If such is the case, 
then one of t e chiefest responsibilities of the home is to 
instill into the mind of the child definite religious ideals 
and concepts . 
But the home has almost completely abdicated its place 
in the matter of the religious instruction of children . And 
since the school cannot do it , and the church does not have 
the child exce t for a few minutes a week , there is this 
appalling amount of spiritual illiteracy. 
If all the general illiterates in this country were 
placed in a line , two abreast , six feet apart , and began to 
march , it would take them eight months to pass a given point , 
going t wenty- five miles a day . If all the general and 
spiritual illiterates were placed together in this marching 
line it would take three years and eight months to pass a given 
lGood Housekeeping , August , 1926. 
144 
point . 
A recent questionnaire covering the more familiar 
Biblical facts, answered by 1900 high school students in the 
state of Missouri , revealed among other things , these startling 
facts : 
That sixty per cent did not know what Christ said about . 
loving one's neighbor . 
Seventy per cent did not know what to call the Sermon on 
the Mount . 
Sixty- five per cent knew neither Christ ' s birthplace nor 
the name of his mother . 
~velve per cent cotlid not repeat the opening sentence of 
the Lord ' s Prayer . 
Forty per cent thought St . Paul was a book of the Bible . 
Twenty- one per cent defined immor t ality as "death" . 
one third thought Gethsemane was a city in Egypt . 
What is the reason for this? Were these 1900 young 
people devoid of intelligence? Not at all . They were the 
average , normal h i gh school student that could be duplicated 
in any state in the Union . The real reason was that the home 
either did not recognize its responsibility , or else refused 
to assume it . 
But the home is the only institution that can adequately 
meet this responsibility . The mother and father have limitless 
opportunities to instill religious concepts into the child ' s 
life . And since during the early years of childhood the boy 
or girl believes that whatever his mother or father says is the 
truth, the parent should capitalize this faith and diredt the 
inquiring mind toward God . 
A parent who sends his child to Sunday school and church 
whi le he stays at home to read the Sunday paper or work on the 
car , cannot expect to retain the child ' s confidence in religious 
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W4tters, for his teacning of what God wants all eople to do 
will soon be in open conflict with what his father is doing, 
and the division will be made . 
The parent must assume the spiritucil culture of the child 
and erect in the mind daily ideals and goals, the achievement 
of which will form a foundation of a strong Christian character. 
Not until parents realize the sacred trust that has been 
committed to them in the spiritual nurture of the child, will 
the general level of spiritual literacy rise . When children 
are received as wards from God, and not the result of miscal -
culation t then parents will defini tely strive to carry out 
God ' s plan for His child. Prayer wil~ be id for and with 
the child ; Bible reading will be a part of the daily 9rogram 
of the home , and the activities will be based upon the idea 
of service to Him rather than selfishness . God must be real 
in the home life in order to be vital in the child's own 
thinking and experience . The task today should be to conserve 
the spiritual resources in children rather than be obliged 
later to "convert" or reclaim these damaged ~oodo:~ . 
III. ITS OPPORTUNITY. 
But how is all of this to be accomplished , and what are 
some of the methods to be used? It is an acknowledged fact 
that the home must assume the responsibility for the physical , 
moral and spiritual welfare , but how is the home to guarantee 
its own solidarity and purity? 
146 
A. TO INSTILL MOTIVES AND IDEALS FOR LIVING. 
This can only be accomplished by instilling into the 
mind of the child high and noble ideals and motives for living . 
And these ideals, if they are going to motivate conduct , 
must be religiously centered. Children cannot be told to 
be like Lincoln , or to emulate the life of Mrs . Van Alstyne , 
unless there is a motive for this desired conduct . Why be like 
Lincoln , simply to be good? It will not be effective . But in 
presenting ideals to children parents must know definitely 
what ideals are and how they operate . 
nAn ideal" , says Dr. Athearn , "is an idea shot through 
with emotion" . According to the New Webster , it is a 
standard of perfection or beauty ; a perfect typen . 
It is also a motivating incentive, is that condition or 
state of the .mind which will give purpose or value to the 
ideas and desires of the individual . To be an ideal, this 
mental image must have such life and vitality embodied in it 
that it will be magnetic of such powerful attractivity that 
it will , by virtue of its power , pull the individual from one 
lower step to another higher one in the achieving of a higher 
character . 
And the work of the parent is to present such definite , 
dynamic, living ideals to the child, in such a way that they 
will be attractive and powerful enough to draw him toward the 
~igher things of life , and will assist him in building for 
himself a character that will stand the storms of temptation 
and adversity . 
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This being true, the question comes nAre ideals facts 
or functions?" And we maintain that they are facts or forces 
which do function or operate . Are they , when pro erly under-
stood , dynamic or delusions; and we assert that they are 
dynamic and are capable of driving delusions to destruction . 
Ideals may be given to children by giving them books , 
pictures and examples . This is the value of the life of 
Lincoln , chiefly as an example . The reading of the Bible by 
the child , with helpful explanations by the parent , will give 
him such a picture of Jesus as an ideal with power to draw him 
that the child will determine to be like him. 
Having determined what ideals are , the next question is 
"How do they function?" They function in at least three valid 
ways , and every parent will see the value of these ways in 
directing the life of his child in the avenues of rightness and 
away from the by- paths of delinquency. 
First, ideals function through emulation , and according to 
a recent authorityl , Imitation is an innate tendency to 
reproduce the acts and ideas of others" . And there are two 
kinds of imitation ; conscious and unconscious . Unconscious 
imitation is the reaction produced when ••the stimulus comes 
direc t ly from the senses and passes out into conduct with a 
definite consciousness of a pattern 'which is being imitated , . 
while conscious imitation is the reaction produced by the 
stimulus rising from a realization of the worth of the pattern 
so that the imitator roceeds consciously and deliberately to 
make it his pattern . 11 
1Athearn , w.s., Organization and Curriculum of the Church Sch ool . 
148 
Interest is primarily centered in the latter in the training 
of children, for they should be taught to choose, under 
proper guidance, the highest type of life for their ideal. 
They should aspire to the ideal of the Christ as soon as 
possible for the motivating force in their lives. 
Secondly: ideals function through the education of the 
t . 1 emo J.ons. Imitation in its rational form leaves the ideal 
an image, sensori a relation, intelligent or rational , but 
this is not sufficient . If it is to be of value, controlling 
conduct, it must be transferred from the mind to the muscles ; 
it must be made motor . This transfer is effected 9hysiologi-
cally by the nervous system, and psychologicall by the 
emotions. Therefore their education is essential to the 
successful operation of ideals.~ Without entering into the 
physiological discussion , suffice it to say that •emotional 
reactions involve two processes - impression and expression , 
with cortical activity receiving the one and emitting the 
other~. For these impulses which come into the brain along 
the afferent channels must either be increased or modified in 
order to produce positive values or loyalties. In looking at 
the enticing allurements which come to the child, the novel, 
sp icy temptation, the dangerous thought, this question must 
be contemplated - "Will the reaction in the child to this 
~particular participation be such that he will be a better 
individual; will it make him more serviceable to God and to 
mankind ; will it eventually increase· his potentialities , or will 
it rob him of his manhood?" 
1Athearn, w.s., Organization and Curriculum of the Church School. 
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Dr. Voelker saysl: "that the emotional dynamic of 
impulses and instincts centering around primary complexes, can 
be so controlled, directed and redirected by ideals as to 
make it reducing rather than revent high moral character. 
These ideals must be so reinforced by means of emotional 
experiences that they will be able to inhibit the response of 
habit that is necessary to their purpose and to regulate the 
response of habits which is in harmony with their pur~ose • 
Something more than the mere production of the right kind 
of associative stimuli is needed . In some way or other these 
must be rendered operative. It is not enough to simply 
transfer them from the impulses into the muscles and let them 
re1nain there. We must render them act ive. 
So unless the imagistic ideals and the educated emotions 
produce in the child a motivated will, one that desires to 
a ct upon certain high moral lines and definitely and deter -
minedly wills to act thus, the purpose desired has not been 
attained. Nor has the child been helped in its vroduction of 
a hi h noble character, for character is not moral , much less 
religious unti~ it becomes purposive, a conscious striving 
toward a desired end. However rational the imitation, 
however dynamic the emotion, ideals are not truly operative 
until they involve a will that chooses the better model or the 
more ethical response, such as will make the deeper desire 
reap the higher value. 
And if ideals are go ing to be of any real value to the 
child, they must be the kind that will lead him on toward God. 
lyoelker, Functions of Ideals and Attitudes ;n 
• Social Education. 
And if this stimuli is to be transferred into activity, he 
must have not simply ideals, but dynamic ideals. An ideal 
which only points, but neither beckons nor pulls, is, for 
the purpose of character formation , valueless , it must have 
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pulling power and ever increas ing in both attractiveness and 
desirability . But no matter how taken, singly or collectively, 
the ultimate end must be for one and only one purpose - to lead 
t he child, through Christ , the Great Ideal , to God . 
And this constitutes the real task, as well as the 
divine duty, of the parent in assisting the child in the 
production of character . And in meeting th~ ma lenge , and 
successfully solving the problems therein , the home will have 
laid the foundations for a future citizenship which will be 
devoid of criminality. 
B. TO COOPERATE WITH THE CO.MMUl\ITY, SCHOOL Al' D CHURCH. 
And only in this way can the home cooperate with the 
comraunity , the school and the church . Without this active 
institution functioning pro erly , the work of the others 
will be at least partially handicapped. But when the home 
recognizes and assumes its responsibilities and op ortunities, 
and definitely plans for a suitable program of a chievement, 
then the problem of juvenile delinquency will be minimized if 
not entirely obliterated, for 
~rf we work upon marble , it will perish; if we 
work upon brass time will efface it ; if we rear temples 
they will crumble into dust; but if we work upon 
immortal souls, if we imbue them with liamortal pr in-
ciples , with the just fear of God, and love of fellow 
men, we engrave on those tablets something which will 
brighten all eternity" . - Daniel Webster . 
CONCLUSION 
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COl~CLUSION 
In concluding this thesis it must be borne in mind that 
the pur~ose , as stated in the Introduction , was llto ascertain 
and see~ to understand the cause of the recent •crime wave • 
and to suggest a rational and efficient remedy ; to safeguard 
~nerican youth , and to guarantee to America and the Church 
a generation of citizens of trustworthy character • ith 
this restatement in min and tne facts as )resented in the 
body of this thesis , there is only one logical conclusion 
to be drawn , viz . that W1less the American home will recognize 
and assume its duty the outlook for the church and state is 
indeed a dark one . 
These facts have shown -
(1) The new em._:>hasis on woman's freedom, \ i th its 
resultin5 economic independence , has done much to aggravate 
this condition ; 
(2) That due to disease , poverty , and envirorunental 
causes , children are almost literally pushed into lives of 
conflict with law; 
(3) That millions of American children are unreached 
b any reli ious agency, and so have no definite standards by 
which to guide themselves ; 
( 4) That there is a ra idl s_9readint, em hasis on 
mater i alistic instruction in schools , colleges, universities , 
and theoloc,ical seminaries from v1hich come leaders, '.lhich 
has a tendenc to destroy the belief in a ersonal God in the 
minds of the youth of today ; 
(5) Tha t the modern home has been invaded so 
largely by death, divorce and desertion, that it is in 
danger of ~assing as a creative institution for character 
develo9ment ; 
( 6) That the community , school and church , with 
all their failures and achievements , are fatally handicapped 
by ah apathetic and disinterested home . 
And all of these conditions are disastrous to character 
development without which the youth of the country are as 
"reeds driven by the wind and tossed" . 
Rev . J . :M . Murphy , Chaplain of the Massachusetts State 
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Prison has wisely said , that •this appalline lack of character 
formation has left us steeped in the bonda e and slavery of 
lawlessness, and we shall so continue until we instill into 
the minds and hearts and lives of our people , especially the 
young , a knowledge and ractice of the saving principles of 
the Gospel . Religion consistently and seriously taught both 
by word and example , wil l develop that character and personality 
sorely needed in American life . Without it the bes~nman is 
never touched . Only when its wonder working power touches man ' s 
cold and selfish heart , will that hear t render obedience to 
either God or man • 
And this trainine in morality and religi on cannot be 
shunted off onto the other agencies by lazy and indolent 
parents; it must be fostered and nurtured by, and in , the 
home . No other agency or institution has the potential 
influence for good in character formation as the home, and 
only as it cooperates with all other agencies will the 
problem of juvenile delinquency be satisfactorily solved . 
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COMPREHENSIVE SUMMARY 
PART I 
THE CAUSES OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
CHAPTER I 
THE RETARDATION OF CHILDREN 
The retardation of children , which is one of the con-
tributary causes of juvenile delinquency , is divided into 
three classes - (a) the physical ; (b) the mental ; and (c) 
the environmental . The physical causes arise out of , or 
through poverty , disease , and heredity . These are readily 
seen to be both a cause and an effect , thus formine a vicious 
circle . Sometimes death of the father may cause poverty 
which will be a direct cause of povert y , and so potential 
delinquency. This also causes insufficient and inadequate 
nourishment which retards ch i ld growth . Many of the mentally 
retarded children are the results of similar parents , but 
this condition is being slowly solved by tests and measurements 
and sane marriage laws , which tends to prevent degenerate 
people from propagating their kind . And children reared in an 
unwholesome environment are commonly retarded and dwarfed . 
This environment may be detrimental along the physical , moral 
social or industrial lines , all of which seriously affect a 
child ' s proper growth . 
CHAPTER II 
CHANGED SOCIAL CONDITIONS 
Much has been said and wr i tten concerning the changed 
social conditions of our present day civilization . Be that 
as it may , there are three very distinct phases of this change 
which Eeriously affect the child l i fe of the count r y at l arge . 
( 156 ) 
First: Woman's new sphere and her consciousness of 
importance and dependence. With her entrance into and par-
ticipation in industry, woman has opened the door of 
deterioration for the home . She no longer places the home 
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first, and therefore it is losing its proper place and influence. 
Second: Child labor has been a fertile recruiting ground 
for the juvenile court, for strange as it may seem, there are 
more delinquents ~ong working boys and girls than among the 
non-working. 
Third: The lax moral conditions of our day are both a 
result and a cause of juvenile delinquency. The ultra daring 
in woman's dress, in theatres, books and conduct, all are 
indicative of the large part that these changed social condi-
tions play in the production of juvenile delinquents. 
CHAPTER III 
CONDITIONS IN THE MODERN HOME 
All students of the problem of juvenile delinquency agree 
upon the fact of the large part that the home plays in the 
production of juvenile delinquents and potential criminals . 
And this chapter has been divided into four sections, viz: 
the breakdown of authori ty, due to the "spinelessness of modern 
parents" whi ch gives the child not what is best for him, but 
what he wants; (2) the broken home which has been disrupted 
by any one of three destructive agents, death, desertion, or 
divorce; (3) the monetary factors which is the case of too little 
or too much money without the proper instruction in the 
accumulation and use of it; (4) and the religious status which 
158 
is based upon either conflicting religious beliefs and 
practices , or lack of any religious desire or incentive. 
These phases of the life of our most i mpor t ant institution 
are indicative of the condition of affairs tha t youth is 
obliged to combat . 
CHAPTER IV 
CONDITIONS OUTSIDE THE HOME 
But if there are degenerating influences within the 
home, so also are there as great or greater without it. The 
various forms of amusement which tend to fan the flame of 
restlessness and excitement are destructive to character 
formation. The modern theater with emphasis on the rude, 
the risque, the daring, and special izing in the sordid sex 
experiences and criminal actions of demented play writers; the 
great part the automobile has played as an object of and 
accessory in crime; the indecent modern dances with all their 
attendant evils ; the runusement parks , pool halls, bathing 
beaches and suggestive sex literature, all play a stellar role 
in the production of the juvenile delinquent. 
PART II 
THE PREVENT ION OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
CHAPTER V 
THE COMMUNITY AS AN AGENCY 
As we have seen , the way in which the community, through 
its bad industrial and social conditions, tends to produce 
delinquency and crime, so also is the community playing a 
noble part in its prevention. It is do ing this by providing 
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for the growing, energetic youth places of supervised 
recreation where he may have good , healthful recreation, and at 
the same time be laying a basis for the resistance of evil 
tendencies and desires . Through the great recreation move-
ment which is being carried on by many of our large city 
communities , the child is directed in assisting himself 
produce a worthy character . 
CHAPTER VI 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOL AS AN AGENCY 
The work of the community is really influenced , to a 
large extent, by the school and the church. These two insti -
tutions have different functions to perform for the youth of 
the land . It is the duty of the school to train for citizen-
ship and to assist in character development . The equipment 
and resources that are available for the school help in 
determining a literate citizenry which is a necessity in a 
democracy. And this trend toward educating the child in the 
essentials of living , while a great asset , has also become a 
real liability , because of the agnostic and materialistic 
emphasis that has crept into many of the text 9ooks of our 
schools . By ignoring or deleting the religious character of 
text book material , many a child ' s outlook on life has been 
dire cted away from the high and noble toward the material and 
selfish aspect~ of society , thus forming a basis for delinquency. 
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CHAPTER VII 
THE HOME : THE SOURCE AND THE SOLUTION OF JUVENILE DELINQUEYCY 
The final solution of the entire subject of juvenile 
delinquency is in the home . And its greatest problem is to 
maintain its importance, and also to make adequate provision 
for its own needs. The home is the ·keystone of our civilization: 
if it falls, all will be in chaos and ruin. So the home must 
assume the responsibility for the physical , moral and s~iritual 
teaching of the child, especiallJ in the formative years of 
character development . And with this responsibility comes the 
opportunity to implant such ideals and motives for living that 
the future of the church , state , school , and ho1ne , will be 
assured . 
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